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Crtaprpn Twrivrv-Srx
Iran Between Two Revolutions
Muzerran nl-DIN SHeH's

decree establishing constitutionalism on

r5 August 19o6 and the convening of the Dar al-Shura [Assembly]
was not the end, but rather the beginning of the Constitutionalist

Revolution and the Iranian people's struggle for freedom. For a
time, things went well and everything seemed calm. Upon the opening of the Assembly, a one-hundred-ten-gun salute was fired at
Tupkhaneh [Artillery] Square. The capital was illuminated, and people celebrated throughout Iran. National delegates were appointed
based on their social classes or trades. According to the election
regulations, Iranian society was divided into six classes:

1. The royal family

2. Religious scholars and students
3. The nobles
4. Merchants
5. Landlords
6. Peasants
7. Artisans
The makeup of the Assembly, which for the first time saw rice-cookers

and greengrocers sitting next to artisans and royalty, completely
changed the Iranian social structure. According to the law, the religious minorities (with the exception of the Baha'is) each elected a
delegate to the Assembly. Sayyid Muhammad Tabataba'i and Sayyid
'Abdallah Behbehani-two great religious leaders and ardent supporters of constitutionalism-were active in the Assembly. During
this period, when most of the representatives were simple, purehearted people, important rneasures were adopted, the most important of which were opposition to the acceptance of new foreign
loans, the establishment of a national bank to provide relief from
foreign financial restrictions, and the drafting of a constitution.
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Around the same time, Czarist Russia was facing internal opposition to tyranny and on Bloody Sunday, L9o5, had seen the beginnings
of the Bolshevik Revolution. Although it had concluded the ignominious Anglo-Russian Agreement of 7907 with its rival, Britain,
one year after the Iranian monarch's Constitutionalist Proclamation,
Russia did not support the Iranian liberal movement. Fearing that
the growth of democracy in Iran would cause Russia to lose its
sphere of influence in the region and that Russian revolutionaries
would be emboldened by events in the neighboring country, Russia
nurtured antipathy toward the Iranian liberals. Fortune was on the
side of Russia in this matter, and Muhammad 'Ali Mirza Qajar-a
duplicitous and mendacious man-acceded to the throne. He swore
by the Quran before the representatives of the nation that he would
remain faithful to constitutionalism, but he secretly harbored other
designs. Muhammad 'Ali Shah was a Russian stooge. His Russian
tutor, Shapshal, had instructed him since his youth. The Cossack
Brigade, the only organized military unit in Iran, was commanded
by u Russian officer, Liakhoff.
Muhammad 'Ali Shah, who reigned from ryo7 to r9o9, conspired
with Iran's enemies from the very outset of his reign. Before long,
the Islamic clerics were sharply divided, with some of them opposing
constitutionalism (mashruteh) and speaking of " IIslamic] legitimacy" (mashru'eh). The most prominent of these was Shaykh Fazlallah
Nuri. A rift also grew among the people. At the same time, some
Qaja. governors in the provinces began abusing clerics, fanning the
flames of discord.
On r4June r9o8, Muhammad 'Ali Shah, on the pretext of the hot
weather, went with great pomp and fanfare to Bagh-e Shah [King's
Gardens], outside the western gate of Tehran. A group of ruffians
and hooligans began chanting anti-constitutionalist slogans in the
city squares, abused the public, and even killed one person in public.
Several days later, on 23 June, while the Assembly representatives
were in deliberations, the Cossacks under Liakhoffs command bombarded the National Assembly with artillery fire. The Nationalists
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resisted for several hours, but the conspirators were ultimately successful. Several Assembly delegates were killed, some were captured,
while others fled for their lives. In addition to the delegates, a number
of other militant liberals were seized and brought to Bagh-e Shah.
The detainees were yoked and chained. Pro-constitutionalist clerics
were exiled. Some of those arrested, including Mirza Jahangir Khan
Sur Esrafil and Malik al-Mutakallimin, were put to death, while the
rest were thrown in jail. Martial law kept the people quiet.
The chapter of the "Constitutionalist Proclamation" was closed
and the impassioned book of the "lranian Constitutionalist Revolution" was opened. The courageous liberal, Sattar Khan, mounted
a rebellion in the Amir Khiz district of Tabriz. At first, the government

discounted his rebellion, but as time passed, his supporters grew in
number, and Baqir Khan joined him. Internal clashes continued
for nearly a year until finally, the Armenian Yeprem Khan and
Muhammad Vali Khan Sepahdar in Rasht and Sardar As'ad Bakhtiari
in Isfahan rose against the tyrannical government in armed rebellion.
Tehran was liberated, and Muhammad 'Ali Shah fled to the Russian
embassy. Iran's revolution for liberty had ended in victory. On
r5 July 19c,9, the imperious shah was deposed, and his twelve-year-old
son, Ahmad, was chosen to succeed him. Since Ahmad was a young
child, 'Azud al-Mulk, the aged patriarch of the Qajar clan, was
chosen as regent. Ahmad Shah held the throne for the Qajar dynasty
for sixteen years, from 1909 to t925.
The Russian government, which strongly supported the deposed
Muhammad 'Ali Shah and was concerned for his safety, obligated
Iran to send him into exile in Russia and to pay him a large annual
pension. Before the National Consultative Assembly reconvened,
Shaykh Fazlallah Nuri, the standard-bearer of the " IIslamic] Legitimacy Revolt," was hanged in Tupkhaneh Square. The execution of
a cleric in a land where, a generation earlier all power had been in
the hands of the clerics (who had been infiltrated by pseudo-clerics),
propelled the revolution to its zenith and introduced the faces of
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new leaders to the Iranian people. No doubt not everyone supported

this action.
In r9u, the newly convened Assembly appointed a council led by
the energetic and serious-minded American, Morgan Shuster, to
reform the nation s financial affairs and designated the Swedish
Colonel H;almarson to reorganize the gendarmerie. The sagacious
Shuster, a Jew, did not want to allow even the exiled shah's brother,
Shu'a' al-Saltanah, to be exempt from paying taxes. Shuster rendered
valuable services to the Iranian nation, but aroused the ire of Iran's
age-old enemy, Russia.
During the First World War (r9r4-r9r8), while the sapling of liberty
had yet to firmly take root on Iranian soil, international chaos shook
the foundations of Iran's new nationalist order. This time. dissension
arose within the Assembly. One faction supported the Germans,
the other the British. Two parties, the radical Democratic Party
(Hezb-e demokrat) and the middle-of-the-road Moderate Party
(Hezb-e e'tedal), were formed. The press followed a similar path.
Behind these divisions were a dire drought and fiscal bankruptcy
brought on mainly by massive loans taken out from Russia and
Britain to finance the Qajar kings' trips to Europe. The Russians
continued to make trouble. They demanded the ouster of Morgan
Shuster, whose reforms were backed by the Nationalists, and forced
Iran to re-install the Belgian Naus, who was hand-chosen by the
Russians and whose earlier policies had been responsible for nationalist uprisings in Iran. The Assembly did not readily agree. Russia
delivered an ultimatum. Iran was brought to its knees and bowed
before these demands, but the Russians acted dishonorably. They
attacked Azerbaijan, hanged the liberal leadership, and caused wanton destruction in Mashhad.
In r9r5, in the midst of the First World War, the Russians, who
had advanced as far as Isfahan, and the British, who were operating
in the South, replaced the Agreement of t9o7 with a new treaty
concerning their spheres of influence whereby neutral Iran was divided up between North and South. The Russian Cossacks in the
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North and Britain's Persian Rifles in the South considered "independent Iran " their private property. With the success of the Bolshevik Revolution in 7gr7, the new Russian government repudiated
the treaty of r9r5, and Iran came completely under British influence.
The Anglo-Persian Agreement of 7919, signed by the Iranian prime
minister, "placed all military, fiscal, and customs-related affairs under
the exclusive control of British advisors. "'5e
The First World War toppled Ottoman Turkey, the only powerful
Islamic country of the times, brought new pressures to bear on
other Islamic countries, and strengthened the hands of foreigners
who coveted the Middle Eastern countries' natural resources. The
Assembly protested against the treaty of r9r9 and sought the expulsion
of British financial and military advisors.
Fortunately, the newly-established League of Nations did not ol1icially recognize the treaty, which went against its principles. In
Iran, a group of liberals objected to it, and objections were lodged
with the British in America and France, as well...This onerous
agreement went by the wayside. (lqbal, Tarikh-e lran, p 86+)

During this period, an Iranian officer in the Cossack Brigade by the
name of Reza Khan entered the arena of Iranian politics. In r9zt,
with the help of the sensationalist journalist, Sayyid Zrya' al-Din
Tabataba'i, he staged a successful coup and seized command of the
Iranian armed forces. His remarkable successes as minister of war
and prime minister from tgzr to t9z5 gained him the army's loyalty
and the people's confidence. In 1925, a constitutional convention
deposed Ahmad Shah, the last of the Qajars, and granted the throne
to Reza Shah Pahlavi.
Reza Shah, who ruled Iran from ry25 to r94r, for a total of sixteen
years (the same length as the reign of Ahmad Shah), was one of the
rarities of destiny. This monarch, though he displayed no animosity
toward constitutionalism and neither besieged nor dissolved the
Assembly, succeeded, with the help of the power base he built up
'5elqbal, Tarikh-e lran, p. 86+,
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around himself, in bringing Iranian politics under his personal control. Even the most erudite and distinguished politicians of the day
subordinated themselves to his command. In the ongoing struggle
between the military and the clergy-the foundations of which had
been laid in Safavid times, r,vith one side or the other at times
holding the upper hand-Reza Shah, an efficient military man, succeeded in driving even the most senior clerics from government
administration and did not permit them to meddle in state affairs.
In practical terms, he separated religion from politics. He carried
this separation so far that during his reign, the review by a five-man
clerical council of legislation passed by the Assembly, as provided
for by the constitution, was disregarded. The removal of the Islamic
clergy from politics was very much in the interests of Iran's religious
minorities. The atmosphere which Reza Shah brought about-intentionally or unintentionally-led them, along with the rest of the
people, to view him as a national savior.
During Reza Shah's reign, after the influence of the clergy had
been curbed, new governmental foundations were laid. Wideranging reforms were made in the administration of justice and
education. Women came out from behind the veil, and revisions
benefiting them were made to the divorce law. Flagrantly unscrupulous intervention by foreigners was put to an end. With the renewal
of the 19or concession held by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company in
1933, revisions favoring Iran were made. Granted, this revised concession later highlighted Iran's exploitation by colonial powers with
the help of their local stooges. In 1938, the north and south of Iran
were connected by rail, which was important for the delivery of
military su.pplies to the Soviet Union during the Second World
War. During this period, important changes came about in virtually
every aspect of Iran's social, political, economic, and cultural afrairs,
the importance of which cannot be ignored, despite the criticism of
detractors.
Toward the end of his reign, which coincided with the Second
World War (tg34.-tg+5), Reza Shah was drawn toward Nazi Germany.
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Like some other Germanophiles, he was spellbound by Cermany's
lightning-fast victories. Furthermore, he feared that a Soviet victory
would block the export of goods to Europe and bring communism
to Iran-a fear which, as history proved, was not unfounded. His
infatuation with the Germans grew daily. He invited Hitler's finance
minister, Dr. Schacht, to Iran to organize the country's banking
and monetary afrairs. Iran was invaded by a flood of technicians
and advisors from Nazi Cermany. Anti-Semitic devices on the ceiling
of the Tehran train station are a small, but telling reminder of the
undisputable influence of the Germans during the war. Cerman
advisors working for Radio Tehran turned the station into a loudspeaker for Nazi propaganda. Reza Shah had no doubt that the
Germans would defeat the Soviet Union and therefore sought to
establish friendly relations with Nazi Cermany.
Civen their political histories in Iran and their status as allies
against Cermany, the Soviet Union and Britain could not long tolerate lran's unrestrained closeness to and friendship with the Cermans.
The Allies needed to provide aid to the Soviet army, which was
fighting the Nazis, and to get this aid to them, there was no better
route than through Iran. Therefore, in r94r the Soviet Union and
Britain warned Reza Shah that he was to rescind the concessions he
had granted the Germans and-while maintaining Iranian independence-allow the Allies to use the trans-lranian railroad and other
north-south roads. Reza Shah did not agree. They attacked Iran,
and in Septemb er t94r exiled Reza Shah to Johannesburg and accepted his young son, the crown prince Mohammad Reza Shah, as
king.
Mohammad Reza Shah was crowned in the midst of a world war
and was king of Iran a total of 38 years, from rg4l to L979. During
his reign, Iran went through turbulent times. After the war, Soviet
agents had seized Azerbaijan, and there was nothing to stop a new
"Treaty of Turkomanchay"'un from being imposed on Iran. But in
'6oTN: See p. 37o.
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1946, the communist regime was driven out of Azerbaijan. In r95r,
the Assembly ratified a law proposed by Dr. Mohammad Mosaddegh
nationalizing the oil industry, and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's
dealings were put to an end. Iran faced difficult political and financial
crises for about two years, and finally, in 1953, after a coup d'etat
engineered by the Americans, Dr. Mossadegh was driven from office.
In 196r, Mohammad Reza Shah assumed unilateral powers. In
Muy of that year, he dissolved the zoth Assembly and paved the
way for the land reform act implemented tnt96z. Landholders were
required to make their land available to the government for redistribution to peasants. Among these lands were those held by religious

endowments. This law laid the foundations of opposition to the
king by religious fundamentalists and pitted Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini against Mohammad Reza Shah. The conflict between
"cleric" and "soldier" again took shape. Ayatollah Khomeini was
arrested and exiled, and all of the reforms of the "Revolution of the
King and the People" or "White Revolution" (by which was meant
a bloodless revolution) continued. Profit sharing by factory workers
was another stage of the revolution. In villages, cooperatives replaced
the former great landlords as providers of the means of production.
Education was freed from the control of the clergy, and an antiilliteracy campaign began.
In the referendum of z6 February 1963, the people endorsed the
White Revolution. With the completion of the last stages of land
reform in t97r, two-and-a-half million families-a total of twelve
million rural inhabitants-had benefited, and a new social class of
petty landholders was formed. Per capita income rose from U.S.
$176 in 196o to U.S. $zgoo rn ry78. Revenue from the sale of oil
made possible extraordinary growth in capital investment in economic projects. Iran's net income rose from U.S. $68 million during
the first five-year plan Gg+g-tg54) to U.S. $6s,ooo million (or U.S.
$0t bittion) during the ffih five-year plan (rgll-rgl8). More clearly
stated: a thousand-fold increase in less than thirty years!
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From 196r forward, structural reforms and development projects
proceeded on the basis of national independence. The fundamental
principles of Iran's foreign policy were support for United Nations
resolutions and peaceful coexistence. Iran endeavored to establish
mutually beneficial cordial relations with all nations. Against this
background, its ties with sorne natior-rs, including America, were
closer. Iran played a key role in the Central Treaty Organization
(cENro), an alliance between Iran, Turkey, and Pakistan. Cultural
relations with many countries flourished. In t973, with the end of
the zo-year-old consortium accord, the National Iranian Oil Company's relationship with foreign oil companies became that of seller
and buyer, and the nationalization of the oil industry became complete. Income from oil and Iran's economic advancement came so
rapidly that in some areas it was impossible to maintain an equilibrium.
Instability in world financial markets, an imbalance in the West's
oil consumption, and increasing prices on the world commodities
market dangerously slowed the Iranian economy, which had been
growing rapidly since 1954.The unforeseen costs of construction
projects upset the economic equilibrium. Demographic distribution
took a new turn with the migration of many from rural to urban
areas, especially Tehran and other big cities. Domestically, inflation
provided opponents of the government with a new weapon. The
arrest of prominent businessmen and the imposition of stiff fines
against producers shattered economic confidence.'u'
Against this background, religious sectarians-who since r95r, under the leadership of Ayatollah Khomeini, had amassed power by
spreading their message from atop the minarets or by distributing
underground pamphlets and tape recordings-entered the scene.
In t978, widespread demonstrations against the government began.
Many were killed, and in many cities martial law was declared. The
religious groups gradually grew stronger and the armed forces grew
'otEB, zt 896-97.
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weaker. Solidarity with America and Israel were construed as Iran's
greatest sin, and Western influence was viewed as the greatest enemy
of Shi'i Islam. Ayatollah Khomeini unified the government's opponents as their mouthpiece. Having been exiled to Iraq in 1964, he
travelled to France and rn 1978 demanded that the king be deposed.
On 16 January rg79, Mohammad Reza Shah left Iran and shortly
thereafter, with the return of Ayatollah Khomeini to Iran, the Islamic
Republican Revolution achieved success.

Cnnprnn TwnNry-SEVEN
On Freedom's Threshold
Ip rHE InRNreru CorusururroNAlrsr RpvoLUTroN bestowed the
blessings of political freedon-r and participation in the legislative
process to all the people of

time-it

Iran-at

least on paper and for a limited
brought Iranian Jer,vs a more precious gift: it broke the

invisible chains which had bound them hand and foot, denying
them the right to life. The Jewish individual's right to life-and
hence to coexistence with the followers of Iran's offrcial religion-was
recognized. It is obvious that this recognition could not come overnight on the national level and that it'uvould take time. But when
the Iranian constitution called upon the Jewish community, as one
of the "subject nations," to send a representative to the Assembly,
this in and of itself was a tremendous revolution within that small
community. It is true that only those who followed Twelver Shi'i
Islam'u' could find work in the constabulary or in some of the
government ministries, but those freedoms that were granted had
previously been unimaginable against the background of what had
transpired over the past few generations. It goes without saying that
this was only the beginning: the minds of hooligans and pseudomullahs were not to be changed a bit by the mere jotting down of a
law on paper.

No longer could any bully, cutthroat, or delinquent prey upon
the weak. No longer did any illiterate mullah have the power to
incite a riot to provide for himself and his family. No longer were
the rights of the weak-including the Jews-so easily trampled upon
in an atmosphere of coercion, extortion, and lawlessness. The revolution had enlightened-albeit incompletely-the Muslim masses,
and those who had yesterday been unable to distinguish between
authentic religious leaders and pretenders in religious garb
now-however slowly and gradually-differentiated between true
leaders and false guardians.
'u'TN: the predominant sect in Iran, which recognizes twelve Imams.
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The Jews, like their Muslim compatriots, lived in a world of ignorance and benightedness. With the kindling of the spark of the
revolution, they realized that a group of great religious scholars and
first rate clerics who studied religious problems supported Jewish
rights and were trying to establish constitutionalism to secure freedom for all lranians. One of these clerics was Sayyid Jamal al-Din
Ya'iz, the father of the celebrated Iranian author Sayyid Muhammad
'Ali Jamalzadeh. One Saturday, during the days of the revolution,
he went to the Hadash Synagogue in Tehran's Jewish ghetto, and in
his historic address on constitutionalism, he informed the Jews of
the rights they were to gain. This militant cleric was assassinated
'Ali Shah's
after the bombardment of the Assembly by Muhammad
stooges. Not only the Jewish community, but all the religious minorities of Iran were awaiting the fruits of the Constitutionalist
Revolution. This revolution, which ended in Jewish enlightenment,
forced the Jews to open their eyes and become aware of what was
going on in the outside world.
The Iranian Constitutionalist Revolution liberated the Jews from
centuries of imprisonment. A new page had been turned, and the
religious minorities of Iran found new life. In the words of Mahdi
Malikzadeh, whose father, Malik al-Mutakallimin, became a martyr
for the cause of freedom:
Of course, in countries where there is no freedom or rule of law,
the religious minorities are subject to oppression and mistreatment
by the public...ln Iran, too, the Jews, Armenians, Zoroastrians,
and adherents of the new religion fBaha'is] were not immune to
abuse from the masses, and the governments of the day countenanced their persecution.,.Thus it was that minority intellectuals,
though lacking power and themselves in need of the protection
of others, to the extent that they were able criticized the repressive
system and struggled to establish constitutionalism and the rule
of law. (Malekzadeh, r:r 19)

During the revolution, the freedom fighters formed various organizations, and in Tehran, zealous Jewish youths worked with some of
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of flslamic] "legitimacy" and the enemies
of freedom tried to gain Jewish support for their demonstrations.
In this endeavor, as in religious conversions, they resorted to threats
and coercion. The day that Muhammad 'Ali Shah went to Bagh-e
Shah and hooligans destabilized the city with their rabble-rousing,
some of them, along with several pseudo-mullahs, went to the Jewish
ghetto and asked of Mullah Abraham Agha Baba, the rabbi of Tehran,
that the Jews join their demonstrations and proclaim that they did
not want constitutionalism.
Mullah Abraham, knowing that he could not easily refuse the
request made by these scoundrels (who had the backing of Muhammad 'Ali Shah), gave a favorable reply, but asked for twenty-four
hours to prepare the Jews for the demonstrations. He then secretly
sent two Jewish youths to the Assembly to receive instructions from
the liberal representatives. Knowing that their refusal would result
in an anti-Semitic riot, the Assembly representatives instructed the
"supporters of legitimacy" wanted. The next
Jews to do what the
day, several Jewish elders and men, marching behind Mullah Abraham, joined the roughnecks-who sought to garner the support of
all faiths-in the streets. The Jews shouted, "We are the people of
Moses! We don't want constitutionalism!" After this scene, a humorous journal published a caricature in which a man with a club
was Standing over them saying, "Say: 'We don't want constitutionalism! We want bombs and blows to the head! We don't want constitutionalism!"'
The Alliance Bulleiln writes of these times:

these. Likewise, supporters

The present tumult in Iran between the supporters of fMuhammad
'Ali] Shah and the constitutionalists has had an undesirable effect
on the status of our coreligionists, and tribal warfare has caused

an economic crisis in the country. Radical elements of the two
sides have exploited this situation and incited the people against
the Jews. (Bulletin, no. 33 hgo8])

But this same journal writes of the Jews a year later, after the deposition of Muhammad 'Ali Shah and the revival of constitutionalism:
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The Israelites are beginning to regain hope. The revolution seems
to be directed foremost against the rule of absolutism, against the
fanaticism of preachers, and, consequently, against all their oppressions. And, in effect, the ne'rv regirne seems bound, should it
succeed in taking root in Persia, to be favorable to them. The
Bakhtiaris themselves pass for being tolerant, and one of the leaders
of the nationalist party, Samsam al-Saltanah, has, at various stages,
demonstrated great generosity toward the Israelites. He has, from
the beginning, placed them under his protection at Isfahan. Also,
the Jews of this city enthusiastically take part in the public ceremonies organized on the occasion of the succession of the new
sovereign. The leaders of the nationalist party pay visits to the
Israelites, and there is one of them, Agha Nurallah, who condescends, despite his being a preacher, to sit at the table of a Jew. It
has been learned, about the sarne time, that an Israelite has been
elected to the municipal council of Isfahan. Samsam al-Saltanah
has been named governor of the city. It has become a catchphrase
that all confessional differences must disappear,..
The Persian Israelites, surprised to see themselves promoted to

the status of full citizens overnight, are anxious to fulfil their
electoral duties and intend to designate the candidate of their
choice. Parliament convenes on the r5th of November. (Bulletin,
no. 34 |tgog], pp. 7r-72)
Franco, director of the Alliance school at Kermanshah, also reported
during this period that since Nizam al-Saltanah had become governor
of the city, the status of Jews had improved and there was no more
bloodshed or robbery in the city. But the report from Shiraz of
n August r9o9 paints a different picture. According to this report,
this city, as in the past, was plagued by disorder. Hoodlums took
advantage of the situation, and their first target was the Jewish
ghetto. The attackers broke into homes with pistols and knives
demanding money, wine, and liquor. The director of the Alliance
school went to Haji 'All Agha (the leader of the constitutionalists)
and the Friday prayer leader, seeking support. Both of them promised
to help, and the Shiraz chief of police sent twenty officers to protect
the Jewish ghetto.
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of these short reports, despite their contrasts, are testimony to
the fact that the Constitutionalist Revolution brought Jews to the
threshold of freedom. No longer did the government and its agents
play a direct role in the persecution of Jews, nor did the government
indirectly give their enemies the opportunity to act with impunity.
Rather, it was the relics of bygone times, for whom the Dark Ages
had not yet ended, who persecuted them. Violent attacks which
sometimes ended in bloodshed and plunder did not prevent the
Jews from joining forces with the liberals. For centuries, Iranian
Jews had been counting the days waiting for freedom, and now that
freedom was at hand, the Jews could not sit idly by. They were
eager to help achieve the victory, despite the innate cautiousness
which the vicissitudes of fortune had imbued in them. With this
goal in mind, several Jewish youths joined the revolutionaries to
fight the enemies of freedom. Here we mention two such youths
for whose exploits in the liberation of Tehran we have documentation. These two joined the freedom fighters advancing on the capital
from Gilan and Isfahan.
One was Davud Parforush, who made a living as a tailor. Davud,
who was an unparalleled orator, quickly became immensely popular
with the freedom fighters. It is said that his speeches were so engaging
and motivational that audiences became frenzied. For this reason,
he gained the admiration of Sepahsalar Tonokaboni. Davud's talks
redoubled the courage of the freedom fighters, and for this reason,
this Jewish youth's service to the cause of freedom is commendable.
Davud Parforush died of tuberculosis at the age of 25.
Another Jewish youth, 'Aziz Asher Rebbi Rehamim, was r7 or r8
years old when-with a rifle strapped to his back and a bandoleer
of cartridges around his chest-he took to the trenches of the struggle
for freedom (Fig. zr). He was from Tehran and was full of zeal. His
lofty nature could not abide the accusations of others that the Jews
were cowardly and without honor. He knew that these patches had
been affixed by successive anti-Semitic campaigns to the chests of
those of his and his forefathers generations. In his youth, 'Azrz
A11
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Asher traveled to Russia, where he met with armed Jews fighting to
achieve their aspirations. Upon his return to Iran, he linked r.rp
with the revolutionary forces in Rasht. As he was coming from
Russia, and the Russian government was the sworn enemy of the
Constitutionalist movement, they detained him, suspecting him of
being a Russian agent. But when the true situation became clear
and the freedom fighters realized that they were dealing with a
brave young man eager to fight for the cause of freedom, he was
given a weapon and joined the ranks of the revolutionaries. 'Aziz
Asher was among those fighters who had the honor of liberating
Tehran. After the victory of constitutionalism, he became a photographer in Tehran, and moved to Israel in his old age.

The Constitutionalist Revolution and Jewish Emancipation
The liberation of Tehran and the deposition of Muhammad 'Ali
Shah by the freedom fighters caused exhilaration across all classes
of society and unleashed a wave of exuberance in Tehran. Various
organrzations celebrated in front of the Assembly. The Jews of Tehran
also participated in this celebration, for which victory arches were
erected, and congratulated the leaders of the freedom fighters. The
Jews sensed that the moment of their emancipation had arrived.
Young Jews, who up to that time had had to fear attacks were they
to appear in the street in fine clothing, henceforward had nothing
to fear from being well-groomed in public. Sanitation in the Jewish
ghetto became a top priority, and the Jewishyouth association organized earlier by Joseph Cazbs took the initiative in cleaning up
Sarechal. The youth association, with the help of the municipality
and local street-sweepers, removed the mounds of refuse from Sarechal, swept the alleyways, and put up street lamps at Sarechal and
other intersections.
Had mistreatment and suspicion of Jews been entirely eliminated
in Iran, one could say that the revolution had miraculously changed
the lives of this religious minority. Alas, like a chronic illness, the
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old way of thinking about Jews still dominated arnong many Muslims,

especially in the provinces. Despite the persistence of this way of
thinking, however, revolutionary strides were made in the status of
Iranian Jewry.
One of the most valuable of these strides was the freedom to
work. Although the law reserved some government jobs for Shi'is,
one can hardly expect that an itinerant Jewish salesman should
have suddenly aspired to become a judge or office manager in one
of the government ministries. Young men were able to enter new
lines of work. Some entered trades such as tailoring and typesetting.
Those who knew French became translators and teachers. The presence of Belgian, Swedish, and American advisors in charge of customs, the gendarmerie, and finance attracted many young Jews who
knew foreign languages to those government agencies. Jews who up
to that time had been traders and peddlers now held positions-however low-ranking-in the state apparatus. In those times of rapid
change, becoming a government employee, especially one working
with Europeans, was prestigious. Gradually, the mental image of
Jews changed, even for the Jews themselves.
Solayman Kohan Sedegh, a prominent servant of the Jewish community during this period, went to work as treasurer of the gendarmerie. The attraction of young Jews to positions in government
administration increased their desire for an education. After the
Alliance school, the Dar al-Fonun (Polytechnic School) in Tehran,
which fulfilled the role of a university in those days, was the second
most popular educational institution among Jewish youths.
Iranian Muslims who wanted to learn French hired Jewish boys
and girls as home tutors. The presence of a Jew-a person who not
long before was considered "unclean"-in a Muslim's home was a
tremendous step toward the establishment of civil relations between
the Jewish minority and the rest of the Iranian population. Some
Jewish youths opened shops on Lalehzar Street, which in those days
had a prestige akin to that of Paris' Chanrps Elysees. Some who hid
the financial wherewithal even travelled to Europe to establish foreign
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trade relations. Youths who wanted to further their educations traveled to France to study subjects such as dentistry after receiving
their high school diplomas in lran. Some young Jews went to work
in hospitals, including the American hospital in Tehran, or in pharmacies, to learn the medical and pharmaceutical professions.
It is remarkable that the Jews' relative freedom, rather than creating
heightened interest in the study of the religious texts, resulted in
lessened religious interest. This notwithstanding, the religious movement was effective in shoring up Judaism, at least as regards the
preservation of tradition and the recitation of prayers. The practice
of forced conversion of Jews to Islam and proselytization of Jews by
the followers of other religions gradually declined.
One perceptible point is that the Jews of Iran, whether they believed
in or had misgivings about the effects of the Constitutionalist Revolution, were faced with nevr social conditions. They were advancing
on the road to freedom that they might ultimately achieve true
liberty, and this period was not without its particular struggles and
hardships.
The election of the first Jewish representative to the first session
of the National Consultative Assembly was an exercise which inspired
fear and anxiety as well as hope and joy in the hearts of Jewish
Iranians. What sort of person could this representative be, who was
to be seated next to other representatives of the Iranian nation and
demonstrate the ability of Jews and Muslims to coexist in Iran? A
Jewish rabbi? A learned Jew? Or a Jewish peddler? How was it to be
decided? What meaning did the nomination of a candidate, voting,
an electoral commission, vote counting, and the like have for Jews,
who had no experience with democracy, or at least had never had
the opportunity to learn by observing the election of other Assembly
representatives? Of course, they proceeded inexpertly.
'Azizallah Simani was eventually elected as the Jewish delegate to
the first session of the Assembly. His election was one of the worst
decisions made by the Jewish community during this period of
political change, and it laid a weak foundation for the future. While
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the Zoroastrian representative, Arbab Jamshid, confidently took his
seat in the Assembly, Simani immediately resigned because most of
the Assembly representatives looked upon Jews with aversion.
The Jewish community then nominated Sayyid 'Abdallah Behbehani, the great Muslim cleric and champion of constitutionalism
(FiS. zz), to defend the rights of Jews. Perhaps 'Azrzallah Simani
foresaw that the Assembly would come under artillery fire even
before the end of the first session!
The Constitutionalist movement at last removed the invisible wall
between the isolated Jewish community and the Iranian people.
Rather than having an exilarch serve as the link between the Jewish
minority and the Iranian government, the Jewish representative
was permitted to join the other representatives. However infeasible
this was during the first session, the structure of the Assembly in
later sessions had an undeniable effect on society as a whole. The
last exilarch, or resh galufa, was Mullah Abraham ben Mullah Agha
Baba, who died in the summer of t9to, and whose funeral and
burial were conducted with great ceremony. Mullah Abraham was
born in Shiraz. He was short, with a handsome face and piercing
blue eyes. He was a student of Mullah Bakhaj and Mullah Rabbi
Ishaq. His father was financially well off and was one of the philanthropists of his day. Mullah Abraham Agha Baba kept his door
open to visiting religious scholars and helped the poor, serving as a
community leader for thirty years from r88o to r9ro. After the death
of Mullah Bakhaj (r88:?), Mullah Abraham officially became both
religious leader and exilarch of the Jewish community.
Mullah Abraham completed his religious studies at Baghdad and
was one of a handful of religious leaders in Iran who were completely
versed in the Talmud. The governor of Tehran, Mukhtar al-Saltanah,
and the governmental ministers respected his rulings concerning
the Jews. He resolved disputes between Iranian Jews and was in fact
the Jewish community's supreme legislator and administrator of
justice. Seldom did members of the Jewish community take their
disputes before the state rather than to him for arbitration. During
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his time, religious laws were observed and the community elders
followed his lead. After the death of Mullah Abraham Agha Baba,
the position of resh galuta ceased to exist in Iran because, with the
election of a Jewish representative to the National Consultative Assembly and the reorganizafion of the Iranian government, it was
felt that there was no longer a need for such a position.
The establishn-rent of a new gendarmerie under Swedish supervision
greatly enhanced the financial and personal security of Iranian Jews.
The gendarmerie stymied those who had made a living by looting
and plundering and freed the Jews-long the target of their attacks-from their depredations. In r9r4, when Sardar Zafar was
governor of Isfahan, two Jews named Yona and Shem un were killed
in Najafabad and their property stolen. In consequence of this,
Sardar Zafar ordered that the village should be raided and the killers
arrested. A fine of several thousand tomarn was exacted, and both
murderers died after spending several years in prison. Although
such 'justice" cannot be endorsed (because the innocent inhabitants
of the village should not have been held responsible for the crime
of the killers), the punishment of those who did not respect the
Jews' right to life was good news for the Iranian Jewish community,
and freedom's call reached them from afar.
Wittr the outbreak of the First World War in August t9r4, foreign
considerations played a more important role in Iran, and as a result
of the poor economic situation, contributions from Iranian Jews to
the Alliance decreased. But even in these times of crisis, the Alliance
in Paris continued its generous support and kept its schools in Iran
open to Jewish children.
It was during this same period that the progressive movement
and the pursuit of knowledge by Tehrani Jews saw another great
change, opening a new chapter in Jewish-lranian literary history:
the publication of the newspap er Shalom, under the management
of Mordecai Murad, in rgT5.Undoubtedly, the publication of this
newspaper several years after the Constitutionalist Revolution paved
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the way for future social progress. The title alone, which is a Hebrew

word, may considered a turning point in the history of Iranian
journalism.
The tearing down of the old wall between Jews and Muslims
gradually introduced the Jews to a wider society. Jewish shopkeepers,
government employees, university students, and even those who
cautiously moved out of the ghetto to other parts of the city all
dealt with Muslims. For Iranian Jews, who had lived in complete
isolation for centuries, this contact brought about a new world with
its own idiosyncrasies. Religion was no longer as powerful as before,
especially for the younger generation. The loss of senior clerical
figures after the death of Mullah Abraham Agha Baba, the last exilarch, was another blow to the foundations of religion.
Semi-literate mullahs who could read Hebrew became the spiritual
leaders of the Jewish community. The Jewish corununity of Tehran
was intoxicated with its relative freedom. Having suffered in the
past because of their religious devotion, they were not now concerned
about teaching Jewish history and the Hebrew language and literature
to their children. This blow to the body of Judaism in Iran was
repeated with every good deed done by the new regime. Influence
in Muslim Iranian society was the main aspiration of many Jews.
They wanted to take advantage of their freedom to escape the material
poverty which plagued them and get out of the cesspool of their
"ghetto." It was toward this end that they strove. The Jews of Tehran
did not need Jewish history and Hebrew to get from Sarechal to the
Hasanabad district. They wanted greater financial opportunity. Although many organizations and societies were being formed, none
were created to teach the living truths of the religion.
Because of the bad conditions of the past, the Jews failed to elect a
diligent and effective representative to the Assembly. In a time when
a new despotism had yet to come about and the atmosphere of
freedom could be taken advantage of, the individual who went to
the Assembly as their representative was a complacent conservative.
For this reason, too, no services were rendered that might have
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raised the level of religious consciousness among Jewish youths and
familiarized them with the Jewish world. This representative, who
had gone to the Assembly to secure equal rights and freedom, would

not even personally intervene in problems facing his constituents
in Tehran, the seat of the National Consultative Assembly, but would
refer them to the police or the courts. Take, for example, the complaint of the families of Agha Baba Nuri and Mordecai Isfahani.
These two Jewish peddlers, who dealt in second-hand clothing, were
invited into a house in Tehran on the pretext of selling some old
clothing. Instead, their money was stolen, they were strangled, and
their bodies were dumped in a well.
It seems that the achievenlent of true equal rights and freedom
would take longer than anyone imagined, including the Jews. It
also seems that apart from the illiterate masses, some of the men in
the Assembly were lacking in their comprehension of the meaning
of democracy, freedom, and representing the people. When there
was talk of constitutionalism-especially in the days when the Constitutionalist Revolution was being fiercely fought out between the
constitutionalists and the totalitarians-the light of hope transfixed
the gaze of Iranian Jews. They had no doubt that in the constitutionalist era, not only would they, like other Iranians, be accorded
freedom and equal rights, but also that there would be a change in
their standard of living and that by escaping the clutches of poverty,
they would be able to earn a decent living for themselves and for
their families.

CHnprBn TwBNrv-ErcHT

Persistence of Anti-Semitism
for all of its shining successes, did not
suddenly erase the toxic impurity of anti-Semitism from the minds
of the people; this would have been impossible. The diabolical sheikhs
had so poisoned the masses against the Jews in years past that it was
impossible that the thoughts of the simpleminded could be cleansed
of these impurities in a short period of time. Despite all the antiSernitic acts committed during this important period of Iranian
history-that is, the period between two revolutions-the more the
level of anti-semitism waned, the more productive the Jewish community became and the more assiduous and indefatigable it became
in its service to the Iranian nation and people.
From the outset of the revolution, the enemies of constitutionalism
portrayed the liberation movement to the masses as a Baha'i and
Jewish plot and agitated against it. In L9o5, when there were whisperings of the opening of a supreme court and assembly, there were
anti-Jewish provocations in Tehran and other cities. In Colpayegan,
the matter of the jadidis' inheritance claims was revived and a number
of Jews were forced to convert. In 19o6, the year that the Constitutionalist Proclamation was issued, the French poet and author Pierre
Loti (r87o-r925), who was in Shiraz at the time, wrote:

Tnp

LTBERATToN MovEMENT,

When I return home, passing by the little Jewish marketplace in
my neighborhood, all the shops are closed, and the merchants
are seated in front of the doors with some Mosaic book in hand:
it is the day of the Sabbath; I gave it no more thought. Here, the
people of Israel are recognized by an obligatory tonsure, which
goes from the back of the neck to the top of the head. (p. ir)
The Jewish women, who do not have the right to wear the
white veils of the Muslims, but who nonetheless must not show
their faces, draw their black veils tighter when I pass by; they will
remain complete strangers to me . (p.Sl)

The director of the Alliance school writes of events in Shiraz during
the same period:
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The situation of Jews in Shiraz is alarming. The akhunds object to
the Jews' coiffiured hair and clean clothes. An akhund who met a
well-dressed Jewish youth in the street, thinking that he was from
a noble family, greeted him. But it later became known that the
youth was a simple Jew. They spread a rumor in the city that the
Jews tore up the Quran in the Alliance school and stirred up the
people on the basis of this pretext. The governor, who has reviewed
the school's curriculum himself, knows the falsity of this allegation,
and has reported the truth to the people. Nonetheless, the Jews
are still persecuted. On the eve of Shabuoth,'u3 Mullah Agha Mirza
Ibrahim posted a notice on doors stating that instead of a cap,

the Jews must wear the red Ottoman fez. On behalf of Mullah
Ibrahim, an akhund approached me saying that the caps must be
replaced. He sought an argument. My composure calmed him,

but the matter is not yet over, and the Jews fear to leave the
ghetto. On the r6th of November this year [r9o5], three hundred
people attacked the Shiraz ghetto, and the authorities were unable
to stop them. Ja'far Qoli Khan, the commander of the Cossacks,
swore while holding the Quran that if the attackers failed to disperse
he would give the command to open fire. The people failed to
disperse. Shots were fired, and three persons were killed and a
number wounded, among whom are several Jews. The school
was closed for ten days. (Bulletin, no. 3o Irqoi], p. Z8)

In r9o5, Confino wrote from Isfahan regarding the Jews of Golpayegan:
Twelve Jews from Colpayegan approached me and informed me
that the akhunds were persecuting them. They were afraid to
bring their complaint against the religious leaders to the governor.
They were also afraid to send a telegraph to Tehran. Six months
ago, they converted a Jewish woman to Islam, and now they want
them to give her uncle's estate to her. (Confino, p. 33)

Confino sent a petition to the foreign minister, Mushir al-Dawlah,
reminding him of the king's proclamation on the matter of inheritance.

If the year referred to here is indeed 1905, then the date in question
corresponds to Thursday,8 June ryo5.
'u3TN:
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At the dawn of liberty, the rights of Iranian Jews were still subject
to violation. But these violation
old and festering wound-did
not prevent them from supporting the Constitutionalist movement.
Not only did they nurture the hope that the liberals would achieve
their goal, but also they themselves, to the extent possible, played a
role-however small-in the struggle. When in its first session the
Assembly, in order to establish a national bank, asked the nation to
participate in the purchase of shares, a number of Jews responded
positively to this call despite their lack of financial means.'uo
Leon Loria reported in ryo7 that the nation was still in chaos, that
Jews lacked adequate protections, that powerful mullahs persecuted
them in the name of religion, that they blamed the Jews for things
with which they had no connection whatsoever, and that the insecurity of the streets made life dangerous for Jewish peddlers.'ut
Regarding Kashan, the same issue of the Bulletin reports that the
city had 2,ooo Jews. Jewish merchants had the right to open shops
in the bazaar but were waiting for increased security. Most worked
in sericulture and carpet-weaving. There were also ten tailors, four
rabbis, four butchers, three distillers, three cobblers, three masons,
one goldsmith, four physicians, three musicians, and one pharmacist.
In Kashan, men, women, and children all worked to earn their
bread. Three hundred girls were employed as silkworkers. The most
skilful of them made ro sliahrs (V+ franc)'uu u day and saved them for
their trousseaus.'ut
In his report on Tehran, Monsieur Loria wrote that the number
of students at the Alliance school in Tehran was growing daily. The
Protestant missionary school was facing bankruptcy, and nothing
stood in the way of its being closed down. Cazbs' arrival in 1898 had

'uoleven, r:384.
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made the Jews in the ghetto aware of the missionaries' true intentions.'68

The Alliance Bulletiis report on Hamadan dated r3 October r9o8
mentions that an akhund by the name of Haji Shaykh Baqir'un issued
a fatwa that graves in the Jewish cemetery should be exhumed, the
bones discarded, and a new building erected on the cemetery grounds.
The governor of the city blocked the shaykh's barbarous act. The
shaykh, knowing that the Jews had complained to the governor,
summoned the leaders of the Jewish community and bastinadoed
them. The Jews then sought protection from another akhund who
was Ha.li Baqir's rival. The malicious Haji Baqir incited the people
against the Jews, and the governor, Muzafrar al-Mulk, yielded to
his machinations.
In his report of 3 March r9o9, the director of the Alliance school
in Shiraz wrote that Shaykh Zakarayya had stirred up a riot in
Darab. Acting on orders from the central government, Qavam alMulk exiled Shaykh Zakarayya from Darab and hanged two of his
followers. But as soon as Qavam al-Mulk left the area, Shaykh
Zakarayya returned to Darab and exacted vengeance against the
Jews. On his orders, a band of extremists entered the synagogue,
tore up the Torah, looted the ghetto, set houses on fire, and forced
the homeless people to apostatize. At the time of this attack, many
of the Jews of Darab were away from town, and when they learned
of it they fled to Jahrom and Nowbavegan.
The Alliance Bulletii s report from Kermanshah dated 3r March
r9o9 states that a Jewish convert to Islam, or jadidi, had employed a
Muslim who subsequently died of heart failure. Anti-Semites in the
city spread a rumor that the jadidi had killed the Muslim to use his
blood in the Passover bread. A riot erupted, and the Jewish ghetto
was looted and houses destroyed. Twelve hundred Jews were cast
'utBulletin, no. 32 [r9oz] , p. 8z-83.
'6eHaji Shaykh Baqir is the same akhund who issued the fatwa by which
he personally cut offa man's head with a sword.
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into the streets, and the property darnage reached 5oo'ooo tomans'
Some Muslims delivered bread to the homeless Jews, and upon
learning of the incident, the Alliance immediately sent a contribution
of 6,ooo francs.
On zr Muy 1910, a group of Muslims in Shiraz picked a quarrel
with and killed a Jewish schoolteacher by the name of Masha'allah
Nisani. The killer was a young akhund. Nisani had attempted to
stop two Jews from being beaten.'7" The director of the Alliance
school in Shiraz, Monsieur Nataf, wrote during this period:
seems we are living in the darkest of times. During the 6o days
of the months of Muharratn and Safar, which is a period of mourning, the peoples' doors al'e opeli to the akhunds. The situation
this year is unusual. Sayyid Muharnmad, who is against constitutionalism, whose intrigues caused Siham al-Dawlah to fall from
power, and whose departure leaves the city in the hands of the
akhunds, took advantage of the rnourning period to incite the
people against constitutionalisrn.'/' Fifteen days ago, a group of
roughnecks came to me and said that because they wanted to put
on a big ceremony for the zth of Safar [r8 February rgro], the
Jews must provide them rvitli a thousand shawls. They said that if
we did not agree to their dernands they would pillage and burn
the ghetto. My objections were futile, When they left, I informed
the Jewish leaders of what had transpired. They all went into
mourning. They swore that the entire ghetto could not produce
more than a hundred sharvls and that a thousand shawls would
cost about six thousand ton)ans, which they could by no means
pay. When the roughnecks realized that their demands could not
be met, they became suspicious of rne, thinking that I had thwarted

It

their plan. Then they surrounded the girls' school, saying that
since runoffwater flowed from the school into the Muslim quarter,
the water was unclean, and the school must be moved. They told
me "You are not a European; you are a Jew." I assuaged them
with promises..,Finally, the matter was resolved by giving them

'TuBulletin, no. 35 [r9ro] ,p. 179.
'7'And this was four vears after the proclamation of constitutionalism!
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12o shawls, 7o of which were from the ghetto and 5o of which
were borrowed. (Bulletin, 35 [r9ro]).

Monsieur Nataf also wrote:
What happened in the Jewish quarter resembles a terrible military
battle. In the space of several hours, 6,ooo Jews lost their belongings.
Twelve persons were killed, and fifteen were injured. The people
don't have a single dinar with which to buy a glass of milk. I am
so upset that I cannot easily describe these events.
The murderer of the schoolteacher has been in jail for three
months. His family paid a hundred tomans and expect him to be
released. . .During the feast of Sukkot, several persons accompanied
a Muslim merchant to the homes of the Jewish rabbis and said
that the merchant's four-year-old daughter was missing, and that
the Jews must have kidnapped her for her blood. The rabbis
swore that they knew nothing of such a child, and that the story
about her being kidnapped by the Jews was completely false. But
the ruffians threatened that if the girl was not found by the next
day, they would destroy the Jewish quarter along with its inhabitants. The next day, a child's body was found about a kilometer
from the city, near the Jewish cemetery, and it was rumored that
the Jews had killed her.
I immediately dispatched two teachers to meet with Qavam
al-Mulk, Mirza Ibrahim, and Nasir al-Dawlah and put an end to
these baseless rumors. Nasir al-Dawlah sent 3oo soldiers to defend
the quarter. It has been ascertained that the body was that of a
Jewish girl who had died eight days earlier and that her body had
been secretly exhumed at night in order to blame the Jews. They
brought the body to the public square. They gathered the Muslims
around it and incited them to seek vengeance. Qavam al-Mulk
ordered his cavalry to support Nasir al-Dawlah's soldiers, but
they themselves were the first group to begin looting [!], and in
less than six or seven hours, the representatives of the government
along with the people, whose eyes and ears had been sealed by
the agitation of an ignorant handful of people, plundered the
homes in the Jewish quarter and unleashed a bloody riot. The
pen is inadequate to describe those atrocities.
The looters even searched the bottoms of cisterns. Not a single
one of the z6o houses in the quarter was spared. Muslim soldiers,
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ruffians, sayyids, women, and children looted Jewish property.
Qashqa'is who had come to the city to sell their livestock joined
the looters and broke anytliing that rvas too heavy to carry off.
Doors and windows were sntashed, and they tore apart walls to
see if anything was hidden therein.
They were not content witl-r looting and began beating, maiming,
and killing. They tore a wontan's ears off to get her earrings.
They wounded a woman in the neck r,vith a knife in order to get
the silver necklace she rvas lvearing. Several Jews sought refuge in
the British consulate, the homes of Muslim acquaintances, and
even in mosques. But rnost are scattered in the streets of the
quarter, which has a mournful atrr-rosphere. Men and women,
young and old sleep in unpaved streets...European doctors attached to the English telegraph office came to the quarter to dress
wounds...A number of hor-rorable Muslims are welcoming their
afflicted countrymen. Qavan-r al-Mulk'/' distributed 2,ooo kg of

bread, a Muslim r,4oo kg, the ntujtahidMirza Ibrahirn 4oo kg,
the Friday prayer leader of Shiraz 4oo kg, and Nasir al-Dawlah
distributed r,5oo kg of bread. Sonte conscientious and honorable
Muslims personally distributed bread, grapes, and money to the
Jews. It is very cold at night. The people are without bedding and
heating. A committee has been established to help [these war
refugees]. Qavam al-Mulk fears the people, and there is no hope
from the central government. (Bulletin,35 [t9to])

Were it not for the financial and political support of the Alliance in
Paris, the embattled Jews of Shiraz would have been completely
wiped out. Monsieur Tarragano, the director of the Alliance school
in Sanandaj, wrote in Muy rgro that a convert to Islam by the name
of Faraj demanded five qerars from the z8-year-old Davud Boluri.
Davud did not pay, and Faraj started shouting that Davud had a
relationship with a Muslim woman. The people gathered around.
They dragged Davud to a mosque and demanded that he convert to
Islam. Davud agreed, but the mullahs did not accept his conversion
to Islam and issued a fatwa calling for his death. They dragged
'7'The same governor whose soldiers had shamed him by beginning the

looting.
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Davud to the public square, killed him, and hacked his lifeless body
to pieces. Hundreds of Muslims descended upon the murdered
man s house to loot it and abuse his relatives. Before the danger
spread to other homes, however, government troops arrived on the
scene and restored order. Salar Mukram protected Tarragano s
house. A rumor then spread in the city that the Jews had killed an
akhund. In fear, the director of the school sent his family to the
home of the tribunal counsellor.
On zo Muy 1910, the director of the Alliance school in Harnadan
reported that news of the Sanandaj riot had affected the city of
Hamadan, too. The akhunb were eager to proclaim a jihad against
the Jews and sought a pretext. On Sunday, 8 May, the Jewish Ibrahim
Murad, who had gone shopping and was returning home with his
hands full, brushed against a Muslim woman in a narrow alleyway.
He was accused of doing so deliberately. The "incident" was
magnified. An uproar ensued, and the accused's life was placed in
jeopardy. The preachers of Harnadan delivered fiery sermons against
the Jews from atop their pulpits and once again demanded that the
Jews wear patches on their clothing. The bazaars and shops closed
down. The people set upon the Jews, stabbing thirty and robbing a
hundred. They dragged Ibrahim Murad to the public square to be
killed. But Agha Taqi, the chief of police, arrived and rescued him
from the clutches of the mob and sent him under guard to Tehran
on the pretext that he was being sent there for further interrogation
and investigation.
Events of this sort, all of which occurred in Iran in rgro-that is,
after the victory of the liberals over Muhammad 'Ali Shah and the
reopening of the Assembly, the details of which are reported in the
Alliance's Bulletin-are indicative of the fact that freedom, law and
order, and human rights were not yet truly observed in Iran. It is
likely that many of the people, duped by anti-Semitic propaganda,
did not realize that the reign of tyranny had been replaced by the
reign of law. Indeed, the deeply-rooted patterns of oppression in
Iranian society, which extended from the king to the lowliest beggar
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and were ingrained in the Iranian consciousness, were not something
which could be easily or at once removed.
In this context, it can be said that rgro did not mark the end of
Jewish social suft-ering. The series of, r-rps and downs seemed neverending. Nonetheless, on the whole, with the passage of each year,

the total number of anti-Semitic incidents on Iranian soil declined.
In r9rz, Haji Danyal's son was murdered inTuserkan. In r9r3, the
financial situation of the Jews of Kermanshah was so bad that the
Alliance in France collected donations for them.
The Simitqu episode in Azerbaijan and Shaykh 'Abd al-Nabi's
riot in Tehran, both of which took place in t9zz, bespeak the fact
that the people's mentality was still bound by the chains of intolerance
and that the minds of the illiterate were still enslaved by the unwise.
Unsavory events of this sort undermined optimism about freedom
and equal rights and kept alive the memory of the bitter riots before
the revolution. Sometimes the road from the revolution ro rrue
freedom seemed long.

Simitqu's Revolt in Tabriz and
Shaykh 'Abd al-Nabi's Riot in Tehran
Sixteen years after the Constitutionaiist Proclamation, the shameful
episode of Simitqu occurred in Azerbaijan, and the Jews, who had
lived in that area for nearly twenty-seven centuries, were completely
uprootcd. Isma'il Agha Shakkak, popularly known as "Simitqu" or
"Simitgu,""s launched a rebellion in the aftermath of border clashes
between Iran and Turkey. He built up a power base in Azerbaijan
and shed the blood of Shi'is, Assyrians, Kurds, Turks, Jews, and
Armenians in the region.

'zSimitqu, who in ryry raided and plundered the inhabitants of Azerbaijan, revolted again in ry26. In the same year, Sepahbod Amir Ahmadi
was ordered by Reza Shah to suppress the rebellion. Slmitqu fled to Turkey,
but later returned and once again rnade trouble. In 1928, he was killed in
a plot.
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In t9zz, Simitqu,

effectively in control of Azerbaijan, mistreated
the Jews. Every day he sent a Jewish merchant a note demanding
5oo, 2oo, or roo gold liras. If the merchant did not or could not
come up with such an excessive bribe, Simitqu would kill him the
following day and plunder his shop. With such insecurity, Azerbaijan
became a terrifying place for Jews. Faced with nlass killings and
looting, life for the Jewish community was transformed into a dreadful nightmare. The Jews were gradually forced to flee a country to
which-as history bears witness-they had immigrated even before
the fall of the First Temple. The Jews of every city and village,
having recently buried the bloodied corpses of their family members,
gathered up their meager belongings and headed elsewhere. Between
1922 and ry23, 5oo Jewish families from Reza'iyeh, zoo from Salmas,
6o from Naqdeh, zo from Oshnoviyeh, 3o from Mahabad, 3oo from
Sardasht, 4o from Baneh, 3o from Saqez, 4o from Bukan, 4o from
Sa'en Qal'eh, 4o from Miyandoab, and 4o from Tikab left for other
places. Extended families of not only father, mother, and children,
but other relatives as well, sold their household goods for a pittance
in order to purchase provisions for the journey. Samovars were
offered for sale at thirty shahis apiece, and furniture worth a hundred
tomarn was sold for ten.
The other shameful episode, which came to be known as the
"insult to the Agha's burro," happened as follows: On Wednesday,
the 4th of September 1922, a riot against the Jews suddenly broke
out in Tehran. The cause of this riot clearly demonstrates that the
people's level of thinking had not made any appreciable progress,
that the mullahs were still themselves manipulated by foreign hands,
and that the innocent illiterates were still the puppets of the mullahs.
In the afternoon, when Agha Shaykh 'Abd al-Nabi's servant was
riding the Agha's burro back to the Agha's house, he passed by the
Alliance school. At that moment, a column of students was exiting
the school door. To prevent a collision between the Agha's burro
and the children, the school's custodian stood in front of the burro
until the children had passed. The Agha s servant related these details
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to his master, and Agha Shaykh 'Abd al-Nabi declared a general
strike in the city and determined what was to be done with the
Jews.

In a period of less than two hours, the city was shut down and the
merchants closed their shops. The people gathered in the
mosques-especially the mosques surrounding the Jewish ghetto-and decided to attack, kill, and loot. Ruffians and hoodlums
attacked Jews they encountered in the streets and alleyways. The
Jews of the Tehran ghetto sought refuge in their homes. The riot
continued into the following day. On Friday, some groups carrying

banners, flags, sticks and clubs like Inourners on Tasu'a and 'Ashura
descended upon the Jewish quarter."* Tens of thousands of armed
rioters surrounded the Jewish ghetto in the capital, and a number
of hooligans headed for other Jewish-inhabited streets in the city.
The danger of bloodshed and looting was imminent. The ominous
days of Agha Muhammad and Fath 'Ali Shah Qajar were revisited.
The day before, the American embassy's Muslim clerk, being mistaken for a Jew, had been severely beaten in Sarchashmeh. On Friday
morning, with the smell of death and blood in the air, the American
ambassador, a devout Jew, asked for help from the minister of war,
Reza Khan, reminding him of the international consequences of
this incident.
The American ambassador, Joseph Saul Kornfeld i876-t94), was
a prominent rabbi and diplonrat whose family had immigrated to
America from Austria when he was a child (Fig. z$.In 1899, after
completing his studies in divinity, he became a rabbi. For years he
served as a rabbi in synagogues in Arkansas, Montreal, and Ohio.
His interest in politics led him to join the campaign of presidential
candidate Warren G. Harding, and in r9zt, Harding appointed Kornfeld ambassador to lran. Kornfeld, who held the position in Tehran
author, who at the tinle rvas the only Jewish military officer in
Iran (Fig. 4), while in uniforrn asked a number of passersby, "What
started this?" He was told, "The Jer,vs killed two of the sayyid's childrenl"
'7aThe
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the Jews of Iran considerable services, and by
consulting with Iranian officials succeeded in nipping several antiSemitic plots in the bud.'75
Following Kornfeld's meeting with Reza Khan, the minister of
war immediately dispatched the cavalry to the ghetto and other
tumultuous districts to restore order, and the flames of upheaval
subsided. After the riot's end, Assembly representative Solayman
Mirza said in his historic speech at the parliamentary tribunal:

until L925, rendered

...Section Eight of the Iranian Constitution declares that all the
people of Irin are equal before the law. According to Section
i\ln-., the lives, property, homes, and dignity of individuals are
protected and are inviolable and cannot be abridged except as
itipulated by the law of the land...We must prove to the world
thit the free and constitutional nation of Iran protects all of its
people. Our deputies must not be deceived by foreign cabals' The
Muslims must maintain their authenticity.

The Prime Minister, Qavam al-Saltanah, gave reassurances that necessary measures had been taken to maintain order, that those re"genrponiible for instigating the riot would be punished, and that
tlemen" could return to their jobs. In his closing remarks to the
Assembly, he expressed regret over this incident.
But in the summer of 7922, with the incidents at the Masjid-e
Jami' mosque in Tehran and the public water fountain on Agha
Shaykh Hadi Street, which led to the killing of the American consul,
no doubt remained that diabolical foreign hands were still playing
an important role in the affairs of the common people of Iran. This
incident, following on the heels of Shaykh 'Abd al-Nabi's riot, clearly
demonstrated that foreign agents started a riot against the Jews in
order to portray Iran to America as an uncivilized and unreliable
Country, to stop American investment in Iran, to make American
oil companies abandon concessions in the north, and to arouse the
ire of the American ambassador-who was originally a Jewish rab'7tEJ, ro'.t2o8.
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cause him to send negative reports about
Iran back to America.
After the fountain incident, the issue of the northern oil concession
was abandoned, and in the newspaper Ha Haim, Mr. Haim attributed
this incident to the British. Before his move to Jerusalem, Solayman
Kohan Sedegh held an evcning reception at his home honoring
Ambassador Kornfeld in appreciation of the American ambassador's
prompt and decisive action to save the Jews of Tehran, and especially
for his humanitarian services during the riot over Agha Shaykh
'Abd al-Nabi's burro. Kornfeld was praised in speeches, and a beautiful memento was presented to him. This precious gift consisted of
two silver tablets on which the Ten Commandments were engraved
in letters of gold. The edges of the tablets were decorated with a
gold floral design. This gift, the handiwork of Haji Rehamim
Khodadad, the author's father, so moved Kornfeld that his eyes
brimmed with tears.

Crraprnn Twnxrv-NrNE

Gravitation toward the Holy Land
A pHeruoMENoN of Jewish world history during the second half of
the rgth century was the emigration of Persian-speaking Jews from
Iran and neighboring countries to Erez Israel. This movement roughly coincided with the Hibat Siyon (1t's n:'n) flovers of Zion] movement, which was more religious in nature. It is highly likely that
there was no practical connection between these two movements.
Jewish emigrants headed toward Jerusalem from Tehran, Shiraz,
Hamadan,Yazd, Isfahan, Kashan, Mashhad, Herat, Kabul, Bokhara,
and Samarqand.
It appears that the first Persian-speaking Jews to take up residence
in Jerusalem after the fall of the Second Temple were a group of
Karaites who emigrated to the Holy City in the middle of the 9th
century."u In 1839, fourteen Iranian Jews lived in the Israeli city of
Safad. It has been said that in t8r5, the Pharisees of Jerusalem, in
order to complete the ntinyan, invited an Iranian to join them. The
first small Iranian synagogue in Jerusalem was established in t895 in
the Shevet Zedek quarter. By t9o8, eight other synagogues had been
established by Iranians in Jerusalem. In that same year, eighty students were studying in the Talrnr-rd-Torah schools of Jerusalem.
The most prosperous of the Iranian Jews who emigrated to Israel in
the late rgth century were the Mashhad Jews of the jadidi generation.
Beginning in the mid-rgth century, pilgrimage to Jerusalem also
became popular among the Jews. Those who had the financial means
went from Mashhad Sar (present-day Babol Sar) to Baku and Istanbul. They made their way toJerusalern by ship, and upon returning
from their pilgrimage they took the title "Haji" in emulation of the
Muslims. The patron of the Haji's Synagogue in Tehran brought
back a stone from Jerusalem on which the image of a menorah was
engraved, and he erected it in his synagogue in 1854 (anno Hebraico
s6t+).
'7uTN: See reference

to David ben Moses al-Qumisi, p. r79.
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The emigration movement to Jerusalem began in the late r8th
century. In 1895 (o.t. S6S6), Irtass emigration to Jerusalem began.
This was the same period in which the ntovement popularly known
as "Bilu" became active. Haim EI'azar Rabbi Hanina was the trailblazer of that group, and after him, other religious leaders led groups
of emigrants. All of these emigrations were linked to historical events
in Iran. In general, the greater the persecution of Jews, the greater
the urge to emigrate to the Holy Land became. When the aged
Mullah F,l'azar Melamed's group set out for Jerusalem, his son,
Haji Aharon, carried him on his sfroulders.
Jewish-lranian emigration to the Holy Land took on a different
form in the early zoth century. The year 1912 was historic not only
for Iranian Jews, but also for Jews throughout the world. Russia's
October Revolution of that year overthrew the czarist government
and put a permanent end to one of the Jews' greatest enemies
which had instigated brutal pogroms and led many other nations in
anti-Semitism. In 1916, in the middle of the First World War, the
Russians occupied nearly the entirety of western Iran

Isfahan.
Hamadan by Russian
as far as

The Ottomans, who had been driven out of
forces, took up a defensive posture in Kermanshah.
In t9t7, the Ottomans quit Iran after being driven from Baghdad
by British forces. At the same time, the revolution in Russia reached
a critical juncture. In October r9r7, the foundations of the czar s
legendary power finally gave way, and the Bolsheviks came to power.
The new Russian regime, in contrast with the old regime, granted
the Jews new national freedorns. Although in the beginning some
of the Bolshevik leaders were Jewish, religion had no place in the
communist system of government. However, the liberation of the
large Jewish community of that vast land from czarist oppression
and inequity gave hope to the Jews of neighboring Iran.
Another event of t9t7 that gave the Jews occasion to rejoice was
the signing of the Balfour Declaration on the znd of November
(Fig. z5). According to this declaration, which British foreign minister
Lord Arthur James Balfour (r848-r93o) wrote to Lord Rothschild,
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the British government acceded to the Jewish Zionist Federation's
request to establish a national homeland for Jews throughout the
world in a land that was then called " Palestine" and which had
become a British mandate. Balfour also gave assurances that he
would do his utmost to achieve this end.
Because of the revolution in Russia, Britain was in need of fresh
backing against its rivals in the war and gained the support of Russian
and American Jews with this declaration. Although the declaration
was not entirely sincere, the agreement of a great power to accede
to the age-old aspirations of a scattered people laid the foundation
for the establishment of a new country, the spectacular results of
which would be seen later. The Balfour Declaration was no mirage,
but rather a sweet water spring which quenched the thirst of a
people wandering in the arid desert. Jews throughout the world
celebrated and rejoiced. On the 5th of November, the Jews of Iran
were informed of the Balfour Declaration by a telegram sent by the
Zionists at Petrograd. This telegram was passed on to the religious
leader of Tehran by ' Azizallah Tizabgar.
The Jewish religious leader of Tehran, Mullah Elyahu, immediately
summoned Jewish elders and gave them the news. Afterwards, meetings were held in the Khaleh, Hadash, and Hakim Asher synagogues.
The joy and excitement which the Balfour Declaration engendered
among the Jews of Tehran and the provinces is indescribable. The
young, who were the most enthusiastic, organized an association to
promote the Hebrew language. The importance of this declaration
was not apparent to all. Nonetheless, afflicted Jews-who, faced
with the demon of persecution, had for centuries clung to the hope
of returning to Jerusalem-saw yet another door opened before
them following on the heels of the Iranian liberal movement.
On the evening that the Jews gathered in the synagogues of the
ghetto to hear news of the "freedom" of their ancestral homeland,
they decided that "the Association" should be established. The opportunity was not to be lost. Hearts were pounding for Jerusalem.
All needed to prepare for an exodus; all needed to learn Hebrew to
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live in the Holy Land. The youths chose thirteen persons from
among themselves to establish the Association. Those appointed
were, in alphabetical order: (r) Abishur (z) Rabbi Nisan Mullah
Agha Baba (3) Davud Aharon (+) Nehurai Barukhiyan G) Shem'un
Elyahu (e) Shemuel Elyahu O Solayman Haim (s) Agha Jan
Kohanim (9) Solayman Kohan Sedegh (ro) Benyamin Masachi (u)
Morteza Mu'allim (rz) Solayman Naghi and (rl) Rabbi Meir Mullah
Ya'qub.

This group established the fust Jewish organization in Tehran
with grand ideals and objectives. Solayman Kohan Sedegh was elected
president of the Association, and because its primary goal was to
spread the Hebrew language and Jewish studies among the community, they first named the association "'Ebriyat Hamziqat Sefet
'Eber," meaning "Association for the Strengthening of the Hebrew
Language. " The first meeting of this historic association took place
on the 9th of Tebet n.n. 5675 (z+ December ryry). The association's
charter, drafted by Morteza Mu'allim, was ratified. In the meeting
held on the eve of Thursday, the rrth of Shebat (24 January r9r8),
proposed Hebrew classes were approved, and in the meeting on the
eve of Sunday, zz Tebet (0 January r9r8), it was agreed that a notice
should be distributed in the Jewish community of Tehran urging
people to register for evening Hebrew classes. In the fifth meeting,
Habiballah Yud'im took the place of Solayman Haim, who had
withdrawn, in the thirteen-man Association. Beginning in the winter
of r9r8, the Association's meetings were held in the home of 'Aziz
Haim Ishaq, later known as Haji 'Azrz Elghanian. In the same year,
Solayman Kohan Sedegh's book, Ceramer-e 'ebri (Hebrew Grammar), was published.
In late t9r8, in the cold of winter, the Tehran ghetto was faced
with inflation, drought, and pestilence. Roughly a thousand Jews
perished. During this period, the second Jewish association-Anjoman-e Nikkhah (The Nit<tnan Association)-was established by Solayman Niktfran to provide relief and community service.
This association, with the help of the American Jewish Joint Distri-
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bution Committee, distributed food and medicine to the poor. Despite the difficulties engendered by the prevailing circumstances,
interest in learning Hebrew remained constant. A generous cobbler
by the name of Yusuf Ce'ula opened his home to the youth association. The Alliance school also agreed to make Kohan Sedegh's
grammar book part of its curriculum. What kept these associations
from being more successful, however, was constant turnover in
leadership. To resolve this problem, they consulted with Rab Na'im,
whose full name was'Azizallah Yona Damavandi. Thenceforward,
the Association sought broader contact with the people. On a Friday
evening which coincided with Pesach, they put on a play which
attracted an audience of 1,5oo. At the Association's z5th session,
Yona Damavandi was elected secretary of the Association.
During this period, the Iranian government ordained that all persons must have an identification booklet. One of the requirements
for obtaining an identification booklet was the selection of a family
name. The Jewish Youth Association published notices encouraging
Jews to choose Hebrew names.'/7ln an effort to expand its activities
and recruit new members, the Association printed membership cards
and created an official stamp. The speeches and meetings organized
by the Sefet 'Eber Association on various subjects resulted in a
transformation of the Jewish community. It was not long before a
third organization, the Shem Tub Association, was created especially
to carry out the religious laws related to the Sabbath.
This period, though it did not mark the end of anti-Semitism,
was critical for the Jewish community and could be aptly called the
"Ag. of Jewish Enlightenment" in Iran. It was during this period
that solidarity with the ancestral homeland spurred the Jews on to
greater activism. The Balfour Declaration introduced Zionism to
the people. "Zion" had until then been more a religious than a
'TTamily names such as Barukh, Aharon, Haim, Kohanim, etc., which
have been mentioned in this chapter, demonstrate that this recommenda-

tion was very effective.
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political concept to them. Because of the lack of newspapers, radio,
and other maSS media, many, even the young, were unaware of
what was going on behind the scenes internationally to resurrect
the old Jewish state, but understanding the concept of "Zion" was
not difficult for any Jeln'. They did not want to be left out of this
worldwidc movement. For this reason, the organizers of the Sefet
'Eber Association changed their name to "Anjoman-e Siyonist-e
Iran" (Iranian Zionist Association) and broadened their objectives.
The new association succeeded in forging closer ties with the Jewish
world, and by establishing solidarity with Jews worldwide whose
hearts beat for Eretz Israel, was able to reap the benefits of cultural
and religious cooperation. Because the Jewish Assembly representative, Dr. Loghman Nehurai, was busy at his clinic day and night
and had no office or staff see to Jewish concerns, the Association
undertook to provide for Jewish relief and establish relations with
the state authorities. Moreover, it sought to establish a network
bringing together Jews in the provinces and to relieve their suffering.
This endeavor was unprecedented in Jewish-Iranian history. Up to
that time, the Jews of Iran were separated, sometimes living in an
isolation like that of the inhabitants of scattered islands, unfamiliar
with one another. After repeated contacts with the ministry of the
interior and the police administration, the Association succeeded
in establishing branches in twenty Jewish-inhabited towns and villages, and sometimes took effective action in defense of Jewish rights.
The establishment of the Zionist Association was a blessing to
Jews throughout Iran. Thenceforward, whoever sought relief, especially from the state authorities, turned to this organization. The
Zionist Association was so active on behalf of the people that its
Zionist goals were frequently called into question. In any event, the
Association kindled hope in the despondent hearts of the scattered
children of Israel through action, not slogans. Although the Association was primarily concerned with raising the people's standard of
living, it did not refrain from establishing foreign ties and propagating
Zionism. Ties were established with the Zionist Organtzation's
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Copenhagen office. Its first meeting on the Zionist revival was held
at the Hadash Synagogue. The Association's new charter was drafted
and ratified, and individuals were urged to join the Association and

add their names to those of other members in the registry. The
cities and towns in which Zionist Association branches were located
were: (r) Hamadan (z) Kermanshah (3) Rasht (+) Orumiyeh
$) Sanandaj (o) Babol 0 Damavand (s) Mashhad (9) Kashan
(ro) Isfahan (n) Yazd (rz) Kerman (r3) Bushehr (r4) Shiraz
(r5) Nehavand (16) Tuserkan (r7) Malayer (r8) Borujerd (rg) Golpayegan and (zo) Khansar. In its contacts with its counterparts
abroad, the Association asked that they send books, newspapers,
and magazines for a reading room to be opened in Tehran. Donation
boxes were placed in various locations. In addition to volunteers,
the Association also gave employment to some persons with low
incomes. The Association's national activities caused excitement
among the Jews in the provinces, and many people considered it
their only refuge.
The Zionist Association put an end to the activities of Christian
and Baha'i missionaries, especially in Tehran and Hamadan, whose
proselytization had penetrated to the heart of the Jewish community
and had daily attracted new converts. The Association's connections
with government offices in Tehran began when forces conspired
against the Jews in Khomayn, and the Association, with the help of
government officials, succeeded in thwarting the plot.
During this period, the persecuted Jews in the provinces had an
advocate. Motivated young people in Tehran expeditiously, courageously, and unhesitatingly turned to the central government and
promptly pursued complaints so strongly that government officials
ordered local governors, usually by telegram, to resolve the problems
of the Jewish plaintiffs. The Association took effective measures to
save agricultural lands held by Jews in Gil'ad. But its most valuable
contribution was the opening of elementary schools in places such
as Golpayegan, Yazd, Damavand, and Nehavand, where none had
previously existed.
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In r9r9, the AustrtanZtonist Abraham Kohen Harbet''ZB delivered
a speech in Hebrew about the Zionist movement at the Agha F,zra
Ya'qub Synagogue. His words were translated into Persian for the
congregation.

Internationally, Zionism was making rapid progress. On the 4th
of April r9r8, a delegation led by Dr. Chaim Weizmann went to
Palestine on a fact-finding visit regarding Jewish emigration to and
development of that country. At the time, this sparsely-populated
land had become a wasteland because of war, drought, and disease,
and the Jews there numbered no more than 55,ooo. In the r9r9
peace treaty, at the request of Zronrst representatives, the Jews' historic right to their ancestral homeland was recognized. On the 7th
of October of the same year, a Jewish founding council by the name
of Asefet Hanibharim (o'rnr!:;r nD!oN) was created.
Before the First World War, eleven Zionist congresses had gathered.
In t9zo, the IranianZionist Association was invited to send a delegate
to the rzth congress, which'was to be held in Carlsbad in September
r9zL. Because the Iranian Jews could find no one to represent them
in the congress, however, the Zionist Association, with the approval
of its branches, decided to ask Dr. Weizmann to represent Iranian
Zionists. He turned down this request owing to a lack of time;
therefore, the Association appointed David Florentin to represent
Iranian Zionists.'7e Because all existing associations in the country
were disbanded several years later with the advent of Reza Shah, the
Iranian Zionist Association was unable to maintain ties with world
Zionist organnations or to send representatives to the annual
Zionist congresses.
'7oTN:

This spelling is phonetically derived from the Persian spelling
i*l;D . I was unable to deterrnine the precise German spelling.

(.t ro
-p,"(

'7This action is reminiscent of the election of Sayyid 'Abdallah Behbehani
to represent the Jews during the first session of the Assembly (p. +gr) and is
indicative of the dearth of statesmen within the Iranian Jewish community
in those times.
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Reorganization of the Iranian Zionist Association

In the winter of r9r9, the Iranran Ztonist Association's activities
expanded through the efforts of Solayman Eshaq Huyy, Solayman
Rokhsar, Sinor Kohan Shohet, Dr. Habib Levy, Davud Muradi, and
Dr. Albu Nehurai. During this period, Monsieur Laredo, the director
of the Alliance school, also worked with the Association (Fig. z6-28).
In the Association's 63rd meeting, which convened on Tuesday, the
rst of Tebet n.H. 568o (23 December r9r9) , on a motion by Dr.
Habib Levy, the Association agreed to publish its charter and to
send a copy, along with a letter describing the Association's organizatron, to police headquarters to nrake the organization official so
that members could get evening curfew passes. It was additionally
decided that commissions should be established for culture, fi.nance,
recreation, theater, religious teaching, and emigration, and that a
fixed meeting place should be established for the Association's organizations. On the eve of zo Tebet n.u. 568o (the night of ro January
ryzo), the movie Athalia'\o was screened by the Association for the
people.
A new charter was drawn up for the Association whereby representatives of the branches in the provinces held an annual meeting
and directly elected the central committee by secret ballot. The
Association also gained an inspector general, and 'Azizallah Na'im,
who published a Judeo-Persian translation of a brief French history
of the Zionist movement, was appointed manager of a newspaper
which was to be the organ of the Iranian Zionists. During this same
period, Mureh Siyon was hired as a teacher of Hebrew.

'ooAthalia (;r:iny) was queen of Judea from 842-fi6 B.c.E. During her
reign, Baal-worship was common in Jerusalem. She had all rivals for the

throne from within her family put to death. But finally, the temple of
Baal was destroyed and Athalia, faced with the anger of those who worshipped God, met with an untimely end. The story of her reign is told in
Second Kings and Second Chronicles.
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On the eve of Sunday, r7 Adar 568o (the night of Saturday, 6 March
ryzo), the Jewish community hosted a gala performance of Astar va
Khoshayarsha (Esther and Ahasuerus) , which was erroneously
dubbed Astar va Ardashlr (Esther and Ardashir), itt the auditorium
of the Grand Hotel in Tehran. On Monday, r7 Nisan 568o (5 April
ryzo), in accordance with the new bylaws, the following 25 persons
were chosen for the central (Tehran) branch of the Zionist Association:

Nehurai Barukhiyan 14. Solayman Kohan Sedegh
15 . Yusuf Ce'ula
Davud Bakhur
' Aziz Beral
16 . Dr. Habib Levy
17 . Shemuel Meir
Ishaq Brukhim
Solayman Bustanai 18. Davud Mari
19. Mirza Agha Haim Mashiyah
Rahim Torbati
Davud Muradi
20.
Huyy
Solayman Eshaq
2l. Benyamin Masachi
Solayman Haim
22 . ' Azrzallah Na'im
Yusuf Darvish
23. Dr. Albu Nehurai
10. Shemuel Rokhsar
24.
Hakham Yud'im
1 1. Asher Shalom
25. Habiballah Yud'im
12. Shem'un Kasher
13. Sinor Kohan Shohet

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

These persons selected thirteen individuals from among themselves

to form the Central Committee. 'Azrzallah Na'im was appointed
President, Dr. Albu Nehurai Vice-President, Solayman Kohan Sedegh Treasurer, and Dr. Habib Levy Inspector Ceneral.
After the First World War and the Treaty of Versailles, Ottoman
Turkey, which had been allied with Cermany, lost much of the
territory which had been under its control, including Palestine. On
z5 April 1925, at the San Remo conference in Italy, Palestine, which
had previously been under British military occupation, was designated a British mandate in accordance with Article zz of the covenant
of the League of Nations. At the San Remo conference, it was officially
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acknowledged that with the support of its allies Italy and France,
Britain would implement the Balfour Declaration of z November
19:17. The great Jewish scientist, Chain-r Weizmann, whose discoveries
were of great service to Britain in the World War and whose request
for the establishment of a Jewish national homeland had been honored by the victors, was present at the conference. The proceedings
of this conference were published in a bulletin, and Jews throughout
the world rejoiced and called on those who awaited the independence
of the Jewish homeland to celebrate with dancing, festivities, and
the exchange of embraces.
The telegraphed announcement from San Remo reached the attention of the Iranian Zionist Association during the session held
on the eve of Wednesday, 10 Iyar 568o (the night of Tuesday, z8 April
ryzo). The following day, the news spread in Tehran and soon thereafter, throughout other Iranian cities. The Jews of Iran were overjoyed. Wittr the prime minister s consent, the Association held a
grand celebration of the worldwide declaration of the establishment
of a "Jewish national homeland," attended by national leaders and
hundreds of Jews.
After the Balfour Declaration, gravitation toward the Holy Land
generally increased among Iranian Jews. In r9r9, several families
from Hamadan loaded their belongings on pack animals and headed
for Jerusalem, and after a time, families from Tehran and Shiraz
followed. The San Remo proclamation intensified their desire to
emigrate. In early r92r, a national Jewish association by the name of
Hebret Israel (bxrra' n'r:n) was created and sought the assistance of
the Zionist Association in reaching out to Jews in the provinces.
This association was later designated Va'ed Haghhila (;:b';i7;r rvr).
In the same year, a Persian translation of Herzl's immortal Der
Judenstaaf (The Jewish State) was published.
In fall r9zt, the Iranian Jewish Women's Zionist Association
(Anjoman-e Siyonist-e Nesvan-e Yahud-e Iran) was organized under
the honorary leadership of Hajiyeh Senobar, the wife of Ezra Ya'qub,
and 'Azizallah Na'im was nominated as advisor. The Jews of Iran,
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having put a bitter past behind thern, were now hearing of freedom
in Iran, and news of the freedom of the Promised Land encouraged
them. They entertained rnore seriously the thought of returning to
their ancestral homeland and tried to make this dream a reality. In
Tehran, more than twenty families packed for the trip to Jerusalem,
taking the plunge in making their way to the city which generation
after generation had hoped to see. The Zionist Association, which
after its reorganization had made emigration to the Jewish national
homeland one of its prime objectives, was active in guiding families
and arranging for their travel. In its meeting of z5 April rgzr,Solayman
Kohan Sedegh, one of the most active members of the Association,
was designated chairman of the Emigration Affairs Commission.
The granting of a license for the Zionist Association's newspaper
was held up by bureaucratic obstruction, especially the objections
of the minister of war, Nasir al-Dawlah. Finally, after a shake-up of
the cabinet in the winter of t9zt, a license for the newspaper Ha-Ce'ula
(;rbrxr;r) was granted to the Association. 'Azrzallah Na'im set out for
Europe to represent Iran at the r3th congress of theZtonist Federation,
and the Zionist Association voted to make'Aziz Beral, president of
the Va'ed Haghhila association, manager of Ha-Ge'ula tn his absence.
But after the publication of the first issue, Beral stepped aside due
to time constraints, and management of the newspaper passed to
Solayman Naghi. Thenceforward, the newspaper was published on
a regular basis with financial support from Musa Lavi.
Regrettably, because of the closure of the road from Baghdad to
Aleppo, 'Azizallah Na'im was unable to continue his trip to Europe
to participate in the World Zionist Congress. In L922, a new charter
was drafted in order to unify the branches of the Zionist Association.
Nonetheless, disputes, grievances, and resignations among Association organizers became commonplace. In that year, a new leadership
council was appointed as follows:
Solayman Kohan Sedegh
Dr. Habib Levy

..... President

... Vice-President
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Musa Salim
Mirza Agha Mashiyah
Yusuf Ben Levy

.... Inspector General

.....

Halimi
Natanel Levanof
Habiballah Yud'im...
Meir

.... Secretary
Bookkeeper
Treasurer
. Supervisor
... Recorder

The Association had an additional twenty-four advisors who sat on
the commissions for emigration, culture, publicity, and financial
affairs.
At a time when the Jews of Iran should have acted in unison for
the sake of their new social status, unforeseeable disputes arose. For
example , in t9za the newly-founded Anjoman-e Mutaraqqi (Progressive Association) objected to the policies of the Zionist Association, and 'Aziz Beral, who had angrily resigned from the Zionist
Association, attacked it in an official meeting of Va'ed Haghhila. As
it was feared that the provocations would get out of hand, it was
decided that as soon as possible, each synagogue in the city would
be asked to appoint a representative to a new National Zionist
Congress.

The story of the emigration of the Azerbaijani Jewish refugees to
the Holy Land in the wake of Simitqu s revolt is one of the blank
pages of Jewish-Iranian history. Although it was not promptly documented, it is nonetheless one of the most moving chapters of this
history. Most of the refugees fixed their gaze on a single point:
Jerusalem! Some went to Russia while others traveled to Baghdad
via Hamadan or Sulaymaniyah in order to reach Jerusalem either
by sea or by land. Each misfortune which befell the Jews after the
Constitutionalist Revolution increased their desire to reach the Promised Land. The incident of the "insult to Agha Shaykh'Abd al-Nabi's
burro" and the disturbance at the Agha Shaykh Hadi public fountain,
which resulted in the death of the American consul, redoubled
Jewish interest in emigrating to the "national Jewish homeland. "
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Sedegh accompanied 56 persons to Jerusalem. Later the same year, approximately 1,3oo persons left the coun-

In tgz3,Solayman Kohan

try and joined their brethren who had fled Iran for the Promised
Land during the time of Sayyid Rayhanallah. Some newspapers in
the capital, including Shafaq-e Sorkh (Red Twilight), wrote harsh
articles against Jewish emigration to the land of their forebears and
asked that they be stopped. But none of the Jews paid these words
any heed. Six months later a large number of Jews from Hamadan
and other provinces emigrated to Jerusalem under the supervision
of Rabbi Menahem Levy, and it was not long before the Iranian
population of the Holy Land exceeded twenty thousand persons.
In 1928, Yehuda Almog Kopeliovitz (1896-1972), a founder of
Halutz and leader of the third Aliyah,"' came to Iran to encourage
Jews to emigrate to Eretz Israel. But these were times in which,
following the clash between Dr. Loghman and Mr. Haim, the Jewish
community was in a state of decline. Although Mr. Haim was in
prison, conflicts continued, and Kopeliovitz had no choice but to
spend his time trying to mend rifts in the Jewish community.
On the threshold of the Second World War, between the years
Lg34 and 1938, a number of Jews from Bokhara and Samarqand
came to Tehran by way of Afghanistan and Khorasan. Although at
that time the Jews lacked well-ordered organlzations, they provided
considerable support to their hon-reless coreligionists who lacked
any means of support. They put them up in the Ezra Ya'qub Sytagogue and other available locations, and, to the extent that they
were able, helped them in their gradual emigration to Israeli soil.
Although Iran was not a direct participant in the Second World
War, because it was occupied by the Allies, it efbctively became a
"ascent," and in
'8'The Hebrew word "Aliyah" (;r:)y) originally meant
the present era, especially after the establishment of the world Zionist
movement, it has come to rnean "the immigration of Jews to Israel." It is
usually used in conjunction with another rvord, for example, the "Polish

Aliyah," the "First Aliyah," or the "Aliyah to Israel."
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war-struck nation. When Israel declared its independence, a great
many Iranian Jews were living in poverty, and at the national level
a shortage of jobs, hunger, and inflation sounded the warning bell
for the Jewish community. Jews throughout the provinces flocked
to Tehran. Under these sorry conditions, they faced not only the
threat of death from hunger, but also the depredations of others.
Thousands of Jewish refugees in the capital had no place to sleep,
so a place was set up for them in Beheshtiyeh, the grounds of which
had been set aside for a Jewish cemetery. The large number of
refugees grew, and donations gathered were inadequate for their
support. Therefore, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (n::oc) came to their aid. Jews who had fled to Tehran for
fear of their fellow townsmen and a desire to emigrate to Israel
needed to reach the land of their forebears by any means necessary.
The ar;oc put an aircraft at the disposal of the Jewish Agency
(n':n';r nlr1)o;r) free of charge so that they could arrange for transportation to Israel. In short order, all of the refugees were on their
way to Israel. A number of Iraqi Jews who had been forced to leave
Iraq had joined the Jews at Beheshtiyeh. They went to their new
homeland along with the Iranian Jews.
In r95o, twelve Jews were killed in an anti-Semitic attack in Kurdistan. The government moved to quell the disturbance, and with
the help of government officials, Kurdish Jews came to Tehran and
then proceeded on to Israel with the help of the Sukhonot. The
farmers who made up part of this group were the last Jews to be
employed in agriculture in Iran.

CHaprnn

T HrRTY

Shemuel Haim and Loghman Nehurai
rninistry of the interior proclaimed in Jewishpopulated cities of Iran their right to elect a Jewish representative
to the National Consultative Assembly. On r5 November r9o9, the
legislature's second session opened, and Dr. Loghman was admitted
as the representative of Iranian Jews. Only a little more than twoand-a-half months had passed between the announcement of the
decision and the opening of the new session of the Assembly. It is
not clear how elections were conducted throughout Iran in such a
short period of time, and to what extent they were valid. Of course,
this question might be asked regarding all representatives at that
time.
Dr. Loghman Nehurai (Fig. zi , the eldest son of Hakim Ayyub,
was born in Kashan in 1882. He graduated from the Polytechnic
School with a degree in medicine in r9o7 and opened a clinic in
Tehran. In those days, the Jewish community had an association
known as " Hebra Qadishah" (Nullp ;ir:n) (Fig. 3o). The aged intellectual Yequtil Kashani was president of the association, and Dr.
Loghman was vice-president. After the bombardment of the Assembly and the resulting hiatus, Dr. Loghman was elected as the
representative of the Jews of Iran. The length of his tenure in the
Assembly made up for the several-day term of 'Azizallah Simani,
the Jewish representative in the first session. Dr. Loghman served as
the Jewish representative from the znd session through the r3th
with the exception of the 5th, that is, a total of u sessions or 22
years, which is longer than many kings have reigned. One of the
Jewish community's mistakes was that it gave its representative to
the Assembly the presidency of the Jewish Association. This tradition,
which undermined many projects, was engineered by Dr. Loghman
to circumvent the possibility of his being pressured by the Association
at election time.
Ir..r

SBpTEMBER 1909, the
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Dr. Loghman was at all times an independent in the Assembly,
yet he maintained cordial relations with other factions, and when
necessary, obtained their support. Among Dr. Loghman s most important achievements for the Iranian Jewish community during his
long career in the Assembly are the following:

1. During the reign of Ahmad Shah Qajar, when Reza Shah was
prime minister, the pseudo-mullahs of Shiraz issued a fatwa
stating that the Jews of that city must wear the cap designed
by Abu al-Hasan Lari, known as the "manifest cap" (kolah-e
jali). Through the intercession of Dr. Loghman, the government
and the president of the Assembly sent a telegram to Shiraz to
put an end to the tumult created by the fatwa. But the disturbance continued unabated. Later, on behalf of the Assembly,
Mr. Shirazi, the representative from Shiraz, who was a religious
scholar, went to Shiraz and through his intercession with the
instigators succeeded in lifting the encumbrances placed upon
the Jews.

2. In Shiraz it

was proclaimed that Jews could not own booths
in the bazaar or appear on the platforms of their shops,"' thus

making the Muslims lower than themselves! Dr. Loghman
brought this matter up with the government, and directed
their attention to the article of the constitution which stated,
"All Iranian subjects are equal before the law, and no one can
be prevented frorn conducting his legal business or expelled
from his place of work except as prescribed by law. " The
Assembly and the government sent an order to a liberal religious

scholar to rescind the akhunds' edict. The complaint of the
Jews of that city and province was thus resolved.
3. Each year, the Jewish community was required to pay a sum
to the government. Although during the constitutionalist peri'o'TN: Shops in the bazaar typically had an elevated platform about
shoulder height which served as a kind of private offlce space for the
proprietor.
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od this Sum was collected aS a "poll tax," it was, in efbct, the
same old jizya tax of the past. Payment of this tax was not
only morally humiliating, it also put impecunious Jews in a
predicament. During the reign of Reza Shah and Davar's tenure
as minister of justice, which coincided with Dr. Loghman s
tenure as representative, major legal changes occurred and
encumbrances of this sort were legally ended.
4. The inheritance law, which was much less enforced than before,
still caused family disputes and was attributable to the avarice
of the mullahs. The akhund rejected Nasir al-Din Shah's decree
on this matter, and whenever the close or distant relative of a
convert to Islam died, the convert would descend upon the
house of the deceased, accompanied by u handful of pseudomullahs, to claim the property. In the event that the deceased's
survivors protested, they would be beaten up or even bastinadoed. This egregious custom, which was still practiced in the
provinces during the constitutionalist period, resulted, as in
the past, in rifts within families. Dr. Loghman and the Zoroastrian and Armenian representatives, with the cooperation of
the minister of justice, succeeded in passing a law in the Assembly whereby, "Heirs of the deceased shall inherit in accordance with the law of his religion." Although attempts were
still made to enforce the old inheritance law governing converts
in Golpayegan, Khansar, and other small towns, they were
blocked by the law passed by the Assembly."3
5. Legislation passed by the Assembly stipulated that all marriages,
divorces, and wills must be officially registered at offices to be
designated by the ministry of justice. As these offices were
'8Lnry59, during the reign of Muhammad Reza Shah and long after the
passage of this law, the chief judge at Kashan issued a ruling granting the
estate of two Jewish sisters, Khanom Farshi and Sara 'Arab Shademan, to
Khanom Bashi Aminan, the great-grandchild of the deceased's paternal
uncle. who was a Muslim.
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based on Islamic law, the registration of such actions precluded

them from observing Jewish law and presented various difficulties. Dr. Loghman, along with Arbab Kaykhosrow, the Zoroastrian representative, and Mirza Yanes, the Armenian representative, and with the guidance and support of Minister of
Justice Davar, took action and finally, in an extraordinary
meeting of the National Consultative Assembly, the Jewish,
Zoroastrian, and Armenian minorities were exempted from
registering the aforementioned transactions with official Islamic offices and were remanded to the legal registries of their
own religions.
6. Another of Dr. Loghrnan's successes during his long tenure in
the Assembly was the granting of leave to Jewish soldiers.
After passage of the universal conscription act during the 5th
session of the Assembly and the conscription of eligible Jews,
passes were granted on official national holidays. Dr. Loghman
met with officials of the ministry of war to ask that Jewish
soldiers be granted leave on important religious holidays. Obtaining no results, he sent a petition to Reza Shah, and after
renewed correspondence with the ministry of war and faceto-face meetings, he succeeded in obtaining leave for Jews
serving the flag on the following days: Rosh Hashanah, Yom
Kippur, the first two days of Sukkot, and the eight days of
Pesach.

Whereas each of these achievements seems important for the Jewish

community as a whole, especially in consideration of the many
sufferings they had lived through, at the individual level, Jews remained unsatisfied. Each had his own individual problems, most of
which resulted from dealings with individual Muslims or government
agencies, and sought help in resolving them from his "representative."
The weight of such individual problems was so great that it called
for special organizations. At that time, it was not customary for
individual Jews to consult lawyers to resolve their personal difficulties,
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nor was it likely that by doing so they would achieve the desired
result.

There were no Jewish lawyers. Thus, everyone pinned their hopes
on their Assembly representative. But the representative was unable
to resolve their grievances, either because he was a full-time physician
and also had duties as president of the National Jewish Association
of Tehran (the "Jewish Association"), or because he lacked the ability
to attach these problems to other, more comprehensive, legislation.
It is remarkable that despite the public's displeasure and aggravation
with the fact that their representative was not helping them, they
elected him to session after session! This phenomenon was to be
observed with many other Assernbly representatives of the day, too.
The complaints which daily reached Dr. Loghman from the provinces led nowhere. Dr. Loghman was pure at heart, but his personal
traits engendered many of the complaints. He was unwilling to
spend less time working in his clinic, which occupied his whole
day, in order to work for his constituents. Because he had no choice
but to participate in meetings of the Assembly, he unavoidably had
less time to address the countless complaints of the community.
Most of that time he spent writing letters to the offices of the ministry
of the interior, the police, and other state offices. He could not
personally be present to help persecuted Jews, hold meetings, and
obtain results. Moreover, he was a conservative, and he lacked organizational skills. During the whole of his tenure in the Assembly, he
failed to open an office to establish a truly effective bond with the
people. The Jews had many difficulties, and everyone expected that
their representative would come to their aid. Undoubtedly, many
of these expectations were unrealistic and beyond the purview of an
Assembly representative's responsibilities, but those who felt the
sharp sting of persecution had no one else to whom to turn.
The situation was complicated by this representative's re-election.
After the 3rd session, the people were tired of him and openly
displayed their dissatisfaction with him. Witn the likes of Sayyid
Kazim 'Attar and Nayib 'Abdallah stirring up problems for the Jews
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and anti-Jewish riots in Azerbaijan and Shiraz, complaints about
the ineffectiveness of the Assembly representative grew. It was during
this period that a Jew by the name of Shemuel Yahazqel Haim, or
"Mr. Haim." came to Tehran from Kermanshah.
Mr. Haim (Fig. 3r) was a young, determined, daring, and influential
man and displayed an interest in the people. He had close ties with
several newspapers of the day. Shortly after his arrival in Tehran, he
set about making the acquaintance of the leaders and luminaries of
the Jewish community and for the first time made contact with an
organizer of the Iranian Zionist movement. During this period, the
Zionist Association was falling apart. Its active members had either
emigrated or were preparing to emigrate. Even those few who were
in Tehran came up with various excuses for not participating in the
Association. As a result, there was no effective and suitable leader
to guide the Jewish community and propel the Zionist movement
forward. Thus it seemed that Mr. Haim, with his exceptional qualities,
might be the best candidate to lead the Jewish community. Witn
this in mind, he was granted introductions to many influential Jews
in Tehran. He was able to quickly gain their backing and lay the
groundwork for victory.
Common Jews gradually came to know the name of Mr. Haim
and pinned their hopes on a man who was familiar with the country's
press and would thus be able to solve the community's problems.
Although the members of the Zionist Association had no objections
to this courageous young man, the leader of the Va'ed Haghhila
association, 'Aziz Beral, gave Mr. Haim the false impression that
the Zionist Association was against him."o As a result, in the latter
half of the month of Shebat a.n. 5682 (February ryzz), members of
"oDivision within the Jewish community originated with such rumormongering and made Mr. Haim's election, which had been a near certainty,
more difficult. Later, in the elections for the 6th session of the Assembly,
Mr. Haim was defeated and faced accusations which ultimately cost him
his life.
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the Zionist Association's public relations commission reported that
'Aziz Beral was about to move against the Zionist Association and
that the Progressive Association had been created with this purpose
in mind. A rumor spread among the people that Va'ed Haghhila,
along with a high council of Jewish leaders, was going to disband
the Zionist Association. The Progressive Association published a
bulletin openly attacking theZionist Association, and other organizations such as the Hope Association were established, probably in
consultation with Mr. Haim.
In the r8th meeting of the Zionist Association on Friday, z4 Adar
5682 (24 Mar ch tgzz), a member of the Association who was a
supporter of 'Aziz Beral brought a message from Mr. Haim stating
that since the Zionists had sullied the reputation of the Jewish community and brought it into disrepute, it would be best if they disbanded all of the Zionist Association's organizations. Following this
message, several persons were sent to meet with Mr. Haim in an
effort to resolve the matter. But these efforts led nowhere. Everywhere
there was talk that Mr. Haim was working for the British. This
served to increase his prestige, because in those days, the Iranian
people attached great weight to the name of the British.
Finally, on the appointed night, Va'ed Haghhila extended an invitation to community leaders and members of the Zionist Association.
The org anizer of this historic evening was 'Aziz Beral. A speaker
who took the podium expressed his view that the situation was
grave, and that anyone who interrupted him was a traitor to the
people. Beral and his group gave their support while Kohan Sedegh
expressed reservations. The main goal was to disband the Zionist
Association.
During this imbroglio, news arrived from World Zionist Federation
headquarters that the League of Nations had endorsed the British
mandate over Palestine, supporting the creation of the "Jewish national homeland" agreed to in the San Remo conference. It was
essential that all Jews should gather in a communal celebration of
this news.

530

COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF IRAN

During the same period, the rebellion in Azerbaijan took place, a
short description of which was provided in the chapter entitled
"Persistence of Anti-Semitism" (p.5o3ff.). On the eve of Wednesday,
z Tamm uz 5682 (the night of Tues day, z7 June ryzz), a letter arrived
from Tabriz with news that an upstart by the name of Simitqu had
massacred and pillaged the Jews of Sa'en Qal'eh in Azerbaijan and
that all the Jews of the outlying areas had sought refuge in the
neighboring mountains and were without food, clothing, or shelter
and in immediate need of relief.
In such a situation, disunity in the Jewish community served no
purpose, and the Zionist Association did its utmost to make peace
between and unite those who aspired to the leadership of the Jewish
community. To this end, the public relations commission extended
an invitation to Mr. Haim to work with them. As it became apparent
with the beginning of publication of Ha-Haim on r7 June rgzz that
Mr. Haim intended to become a candidate for the National Consultative Assembly, the Zionist Association assured him that they would
in no way try to influence the elections. This neutrality was officially
proclaimed in the Zionist Association's newspaper, Ha-Ce'ula, tn
the issue of zo Adar 5682 (zo March ryzz). Moreover, it was suggested
that as soon as Mr. Haim should support the Zionist Association,
he would be appointed its president. At this point, Kohan Sedegh,
who was planning to go to Jerusalem, had become gravely ill, and
the survival of the Zionist Association was in danger.
In order to demonstrate to Mr. Haim that it would support him
if he wanted to be a serious advocate of the Jewish community, the
Zionist Association chose him to be master of ceremonies at its gala
soir6e in celebration of the official proclamation of a "national Jewish
homeland." Dr. Loghman was also invited, as an ordinary guest.
This was to be a grand reception of the highest order in celebration
of the international endorsement of the San Remo decision."t Haim
'8The celebration of the "national Jewish homeland" was the most
important Jewish holiday before Israeli independence. The Jews of Iran
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with these arrangements, and even provided his views
on how the celebration should be organtzed.It seemed that differences had been laid aside and that the Jews were moving forward
hand-in-hand toward a common goal. At the same time, an appeal
was sent by telegraph to Anterican Jews for aid for refugees from

was pleased

Simitqu's rebellion. In Tehran, too, Haji Benyamin Asil Mazandarani
worked night and day collecting donations. It is an ironic twist of
fate that just as the national Jewish homeland celebration was getting
underway, the tragedy of the Azerbaijani Jews occurred. In order to
organize the celebration, a group of a hundred Jewish-lranian merchants and guild leaders met and decided that the celebration should
be held at the Alliance school and that government officials should
be invited.
Finally, the r5th of Ab arrived, the evening of which was to mark
the beginning of the celebration. Kohan Sedegh was ill and bedridden,
and the vice-president of the Zionist Association struggled to make
the celebration a success. It had been agreed that Shemuel Haim
would arrive three hours before the beginning of the festivities, but
he was nowhere to be found, and attempts to reach him by telephone
failed. Because a master of ceremonies was an absolute necessity,
Dr. Loghman was perforce called on to prepare an opening address
a half hour before the commencement of the celebration. Having
learned that his rival, Mr. Haim, had originally been chosen for this
honor, he agreed reluctantly.
The program ran for two nights. On the first evening, all of the
cabinet ministers, Assembly delegates, foreign ambassadors, leading
merchants, journalists, and clergymen were sent official invitation
cards. All came, including the representative of the prime minister,
chose to hold the celebration on the r5th of Ab because

it coincided with

an important religious holiday. The celebration of the national Jewish
homeland took place in Kohan Sedegh's home on the r5th of Ab 568t
(r9 August rgzr), and the celebration of r5 Ab 56sz (9 August tgzz), described
above. was held at the Alliance school.
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General Reza Khan. Several statesmen and Assembly leaders delivered
speeches in support of the "national Jewish homeland." On the
second evening, entry was free to all Jews. On both evenings, guests
were entertained by a military orchestra.

Mr. Haim, who did not attend either of the two evenings, two

days later published an article in his newspaper under the title, "To
Haim's Friends" in which he wrote, "Some friends have asked the
reason for my absence at the independence"u celebration. The reason

is that I abhor British policy, and in consideration of the fact that
this celebration was organized by them, I refrained from partaking
in such an event."'8t The members of the Zionist Association's central
committee held a meeting in the wake of this article, and as it was
inferred that Haim was making an accusation of complicity with
the British, research was done on hls personal history and background. Investigation revealed that Shemuel Yahazqel Haim had
worked in the customs office for a time. He had also worked for the
British for a while, but for certain reasons they dismissed him,
whereupon he collaborated with a journalist in the capital in support
of the American Sinclair Company's bid for the northern oil concession.

Disunity in the Jewish Community
Thenceforward. the Zronist Association distanced itself from Mr.
Haim, who upon the provocation of others had started a quarrel
with its leadership, and decided, based on their own observations
and age-old tradition, that it was better that the Jewish community
not become involved in politics. Certainly, the Iranian constitution
did not prevent anyone from participating in politics regardless of
his religion, but the climate of the times and the Iranian people's
antipathy toward the Jelvs necessitated the community's noninvolvement. But this approach ran counter to Haim's. In the issue
ts6"Independence"

"'Ha-Haim. 4

was not at issue.
Ab r3or s.H, (r7 August rgzz).
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of Ha-HaLm dated zT loza 1301 s.H. (z June ryzz), he made reference
to Jewish detachment from the country's political arena and expressed his view that this detachrnent prevented Jews from serving
the Iranian nation.
Haim's interest in politics was new in the Jewish community,
which had never abandoned its cautious conservatism. In his edition
of r3 Saratan 1301 s.H. (r July tgzz), he attacked the newspaper
Setareh (Star) , which supported the Anglo-Persian Oil Company
and the renewal of the British concession and he once again urged
that the concession be granted to the Sinclair Company. His attack
against the British oil company and support for the American Sinclair
Company in other issues of Ha-Haim bewildered Jews who were
unfamiliar with such matters. Haim went so far in his impetuosity
as to vilify others, and in his newspaper he called the leaders of the
Zionist Association "thieves and traitors" and labeled the Ha-Ge'ula
newspaper "the nation's shame." The flames of dissension grew
daily hotter, and those who were the subject of Haim's scathing
attacks did not see fit to remain silent.
The Zionist Association expelled Mr, Haim, who had originally
sought to join the Association as the representative for Kermanshah.
Shortly thereafter, a merchant by the name of Rahim Haruniyan
was chosen to represent the city of Kermanshah at the National
Zionist Congress. At the next session of the Zionist Association,
'Aziz Nehama, a servant of Va'ed Haghhila, entered, gave each of
those present an envelope, and quickly departed. The message inside
the envelopes was very inflammatory and insulting. After the election
of representatives from Tehran and the provinces, it was decided to
convene the Congress thirty days after the celebration, on r5 Elul
5682 (a September tgzz). On the appointed day, all were present in
business attire. The same day, Mr. Haim appeared with a physiciar-r
friend of his whom he hoped to get admitted as a member of the
Congress. But it did not happen. Haim, after hurling abuse at the
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representatives, Ieft the tneeting. Thenceforward calumny, rumors,
accusations, lies, and provocations spread within the Jewish community.
While theZionist Association ancl Congress were beset with strife,
the grievous problem of the Jewish refugees from Azerbaijan, who
were homeless and without means of securing a livelihood, continued. Some of these refugees made their way to Baghdad via Hamadan
and thence by sea to Jerusalen-r.
On the day of the "insult to Agha Shaykh'Abd al-Nabi's burro"
incident in Tehran, when armed gangs set out for the Jewish ghetto,
Dr. Loghman s opponents said that he had fled the ghetto and was
busy playing backgan-rmon at tl-re home of Ishaq Mordecai Muradoff,
a renowned merchant of the day. Meanwhile, Haim was satisfied
that the incompetence of the Jewish representative was being made
clear to the people. The dispute between Dr. Loghman and Mr. Haim
gradually created a rift between Jewish organizations, and the Jewish
community also became rapidly divided into two camps. One faction
supported Dr. Loghman, the other Mr. Haim.
On z9 October rgzz, the Hibat Siyon association published an
announcement in Ha-Haim declaring its intention to create a new
Zionist association. At the bottom of this announcement, or letter,
the newspaper editor wrote: "Although in recent developments, the
committees were put to the test and left us in utter despair, we have
included the above correspondence in the name of freedom of the
press. In passing,we are hopeful that Mr. MirzaLoghman is not
acting behind the scenes and that this committee will not, like all
the others, become a tool for achieving the ends of the 'polycracy."'
Ten months later, the Hibat Siyon committee was formed.
Dr. Loghman s supporters included three groups:

1. Conservative

Jews

who abhorred extremism. These included

the Jews of Yazd, Kerman, and Kashan.

SHEN,IUEL

2.
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Kashani Jews who lived in Tehran. Their support for Dr. Loghman was derived mostly from the fact that they were from the
same town.

3. Zionists who not only lacked confidence in Haim, but also
feared that he would bring new headaches to the Iranian Jewish

community. This group had no option but to back Dr. Loghman.

But Mr. Haim's supporters, r,vith the exception of a handful who
joined his faction out of spite or to establish a name for themselves,
were generally people who sought the betterment of their community.
They felt the nation's pain in their hearts, and were hopeful that
after centuries of impoverishment and helplessness, a daring, determined, and benevolent man could reform the disorganized Jewish
community. They saw the person they were looking for in Mr. Haim,
and no sacrifice was too great in their efforts to make him successful.
In provinces where the Jews were intellectually active, such as Hamadan, or brave and daring, such as Isfahan, they supported the
intrepid Mr. Haim strictly for nationalistic and religious reasons,
without being fully aware of his demeanor.
Divisions in the Jewish community led to name-calling and vilification. This was one of the biggest mistakes that Haim's followers
allowed themselves to commit. Haim, too. fanned rather than doused
the flames of extremism. In issue no. 19 of Ha-Haim, under the title
"To the Witless Representative," Haim openly maligned Dr. Loghman. This situation affected the morals of the community's younger
generation while denigrating those elders who were serving the community. It is worth noting that most Iranian Jews, especially those
active in the Zionist Association, were already discontented with
Dr. Loghman without any need for obloquy and character assassination. His being turned out of office was a certainty, but violent
protests against him merely lent strength to his supporters. The
result of this disunity was that frustrated servants of the nation
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withdrew one by one, and organizations which it had been hoped
would become strong and disciplined after the National lZionist]
Congress instead broke down.

All of the Zionist Association's efforts to mollify Mr. Haim

were
in vain. The Association's newspaper, Ha-Ce'ula,had explicitly stated
that it would not become involved in the Assembly elections, but to

no avail. It appeared that Haim wanted to seize control of the
Zionist Association, but the Association's organizers could no longer
give their blessings to such an extremist. Thus, in order to counter
Mr. Haim's attacks, they were finally compelled, for lack of an
alternative, to cooperate with Dr. Loghman, for although they did
not consider him a helpful factor, neither did they consider him to
be one likely to create troubles for the Jewish community, which
had spent centuries on end in silence.
Aspersions and recriminations between the two factions escalated,
and not a day passed without both sides circulating published statements. This resulted in a regrettable schism within the Jewish community, especially in Tehran. Conflict coursed through the streets
and alleys and infected families, leading to fallings-out between
family members. Husband quarreled with wife, brother with brother,
brother-in-law with brother-in-law, father-in-law with son-in-law,
and associate with associate, each with unswerving faith in the correctness of his views. In this struggle, Mr. Haim's hand grew steadily
stronger. Apart from his own newspaper, a number of other newspapers in the capital also supported him because of his friendship
with other journalists.
Jewish merchants and those who felt that the Jewish community
was in danger opposed Mr. Haim's election as representative of the
Jewish community. On the other hand, Mr. Haim s supporters were
selfless youths with fiery spirits. Haim s opponents, seeing that his
victory in the elections was near-at-hand, openly stated in an announcement addressed to the government and people of Iran"
that "government officials are helping Haim, and even though the
majority of Iranian Jews do not support him, since it is likely that
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he will be elected as the Jewish representative in the National Consultative Assembly, it is here and now clearly stated to the Iranian
nation and government that this person is no representative of the
Iranian Jewish community, and that any harm that he may cause
the country is not the responsibility of Iranian Jews' "
These measures did not discourage Mr. Haim's supporters, but
rather strengthened their resolve. Some of his supporters had so
much faith in him that they swore that he was the promised savior.
Such extremism had a bitter and painful end.
Ultimately, the majority of the votes cast in the election for the
5th Assembly session were for Shemuel Haim, and he went on to
the Assembly. During his term of office, the then-existing Zionist
Association was dissolved, and he personally established a new Zionist
organization with the assistance of an organizer from the former
Zionist Association, which by itself kept dissension alive among

community elders.
During this period, as the end of the Qajar dynasty neared, it was
decided that two Jews should participate in the Constituent Assembly
which was convened to transfer the throne to General Reza Khan.
Mr. Haim and Rabbi Musa Muqtadir, a physician of the old school,
represented the Iranian Jewish contmunity in this assembly, which
was formed in October L9z5.Mr. Haim was also present at Reza
Shah's pompous coronation ceremony, which took place in April
t926. Ptrblication of Ha-Haimhad ceased in December 7925.
Leaders who for the past nine years had worked for the betterment
of the Jewish community and were now faced with crumbling organizations once again tried to reorganize with Mr. Haim's blessings.
In several meetings, Haim agreed to cooperate, contingent upon
the approval of the prominent Jews whom he counted among his
supporters. But such approval was not forthcoming.
During his two-and-a-half year tenure in office, apart from a few
successful initiatives in government administration which benefited
Jews, Mr. Haim failed to accomplish anything of consequence for
the Jewish community. This failure is mainly attributable to the
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disunity for which he was largely responsible. The dispute remained
so heated that in the next election-a strong regime having meanwhile come to power-the tables were turned, and this time, government officials supported Dr. Loghman and his faction. One Saturday, when Mr. Haim was delivering a campaign speech for the
6th Assembly elections in the Ezra Ya'qub Synagogue, he and his
supporters were forced to flee as a result of the tumult that erupted.
Haim was defeated in the 6th session elections, and Dr. Loghman,
who had proven himself to the government, was seated in the first
Assembly session of Reza Shah's reign.
These events coincided with the arrest of several disgruntled officers, led by Colonel Mahmud Khan Puladin, on charges of planning
a coup against Reza Shah. Mr. Haim was accused of cooperating
with those arrested. While the court promptly condemned the principals in the case, the former Jewish representative was incarcerated
for several years before ultimately being condernned. Mr. Haim
was shot on 15 December 1931.
After Dr. Loghman was elected to the 6th Assembly, it was hoped
that he would abandon his old ways and take an active interest in
national affairs. In particular, those struggling against hardships
expected that he would make amends for the past. But he devoted
even less time to Jewish concerns than before and was less cooperative
with community leaders. With the advent of the Pahlavi era, the
country's domestic policies no longer tolerated organized groups.
The Iranran Ztonist Association and all other associations which
had political or social activities were dissolved.
Around 1929, when news of the opening of the Kurosh School by
a private group of directors was announced, Dr. Loghman sought
to have it closed. This conservative informed Minister of Culture
Rahnama that he bore no responsibility for the Kurosh School.
Indeed, Dr. Loghman s statements caused problems for the founders
of the school and led the minister of culture to order the school's
closure. However, heroic efforts convinced those in high office that
there was no motive at play other than education and the
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dissemination of culture, and the government permitted the school
to reopen. Dr. Loghman Nehurai died on 16 January rg52.

Cnaprnn THrnrv-ONr
Resurgence of the Jewish Community
DuruNc rHE RErcN oF Rpzrr SHan j9z5-t94r), mostly because the
mullahs were completely excluded from politics and the akhunb
could no longer mount the pulpit and stir up the ignorant masses
against minority groups, the statr-rs of Jews generally improved, except
for sporadic incidents. Before Reza Shah, most of the people in the
land, from king to minister to governor to shaykh to mullah and
on down to the comnlon man, made a living by preying on each
other; the idea of creating jobs was not a concept for those in
power. Naturally, in sucl-r an environment, the Jews' plight was
clear. Reza Shah's reign brougl-rt relief and social progress to the
Je'uvs, whose plight even the Constitutionalist Revolution had done
little to improve.
The history of the Jews of Iran shows that during the reigns of
great monarchs like Cyrus, Darius, Artaxerxes II, and Shapur, when
the political and economic situation of the country was on a stable
footing, the Jews lived in peace, and whenever Iran faced political
and economic crises and its level of culture and refinement declined,
the Jews faced persecution and tornlent. Because of the general
progress made in Iran during the reign of Reza Shah, the status of
Jews also improved

during this period. The reasons for this im-

provement may be summarized as follows:

1. Unprecedented stability, the iikes of which had not been seen
in Iran in t3 centuries.
2. The fight against illiteracy and the elevation of the people's
3.
4.

level of education and culture, especially the young.
Administrative reform in the government.
The creation ofjobs and the growth of industry and commerce.

opinion about the Jews; their prosperity at the
beginning of his reign and their disquietude at its end were based
Reza Shah had no

on a variety of factors. During his reign, many Jews prospered finan-
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cially. Many Jews, both in Tehran and in the provinces, left the
ghettos and bought homes in town. Because of the capital's growth,
some urban Jews moved to Tehran, especially those from Hamadan
and Kashan. Upon the marriage of Crown Prince Mohammad Reza
to Fawziyah, the daughter of the king of Egypt, the Jews of Tehran
gave the young groom a costly ornament inlaid with jewels and
bearing a verse in letters of gold:
king of kings is ruler of Iran
Youthful fortune is our companion-all is in order

So long as our

However, even in these peaceful times, the Jews still faced various
other forms of persecution, among which was the conspiracy of
several persons to confiscate Jewish endowed lands in Cil'ad. Although a court had ruled in favor of the Jews Lnlgz2, the notorious
Naqibzadeh, himself an attorney, carne up with yet another stratagem
by which he seized those lands from their rightful owners and registered them in his own name. The Jews protested this action, and
even wrote a petition to the king. It was hoped that the lost lands
would be returned to them, Years later, when a new dispute had
arisen within the Jewish community between Dr. Loghman and
Murad Ariyeh over the Jewish seat in the National Consultative
Assembly, rivals hoping to destroy evidence of the Jewish community's title claims secretly removed the headstones from the local cemetery which proved the age-old Jewish claim to those lands. The
area of the Gil'ad (or Gilyard) cemetery was 72,ooo square meters.
One of the Jews' great accomplishments during Reza Shah's reign
was the establishment in Tehran of the Kurosh Elementary School,
which later became a high school. Because a number of Jews in the
capital lived in the Hasanabad,'Aziz Khan, and Agha Shaykh Hadi
districts, this school was crucial for Jewish children. The school was
first proposed by Farajallah Hakim and Dr. Habib Levy, and later
Isma'il Huyy, Haji 'Aztz Elghanian, Rabbi Na'im, Nurallah Makabi,
Yehuda Haruniyan, Ishaq Brukhim, and a number of other benevolent community members provided great assistance in setting up
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and opening the school. At first, space was rented, and numerous
budgetary problems ensued, but a plot of land was later purchased
for the school. The Kurosh school opened its doors in r93r.
The reforms enacted during Reza Shah's reign, especially the establishment of security and the reining in of anarchists-rebels who
claimed to rule parts of the country, highway robbers, or the rabblerousers who were always stirring up illiterate mobs-combined to
create an atmosphere in which the people-to a certain extent under
martial law-set about their business. In moving Iran forward, they
did not think about bothering the Jews. The people's perception of
the community gradually changed.
But Hitler's rise to power in 1933 and Nazi Party and fifth column
propaganda in Iran once again turned back the clock for the Jews
and rekindled the old beliefs held by simpleminded Iranians. In
response to Nazi overtures, Iranians-even those who were educated-armed themselves with the old weapons of accusations and
false pretexts against the Jews. It was the same old story: neither the
liberal movement nor the uprooting of the clergy by Reza Shah
could have broken the chains of hatred and enmity. The moment
World War II began, a new wave of anti-Semitism was unleashed
in Iran. People in the streets and bazaar laid plans for an attack on
the Jews. This came at a time when Reza Shah was extending a
hand of friendship to Hitler's agents, having given them free rein in
Iran. There was no room for doubt about the reason for this friendship and cooperation. Iran was Aryan, and the Nazis were also of
Aryan descent. It was because of these Aryan aspirations that in
1935-that is, when Hitler had come to power-it was announced
to the world that the name "Persia" had been changed tO "Iran,"
which better reflected the country's Aryan roots.
As time passed and the Nazis occupied more countries in the war,
which began in 1939, the wave of anti-Semitism in Iran became
more like a dreadful typhoon. Merchants in the bazaar bought goods
from Jews at higher prices but used promissory notes and credit
because they were certain that Hitler would reach Iran before their
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debts fell due and eliminate the Jews. Journalists who received subsidies from the German embassy wrote anti-Semitic articles. It reached
the point where subsidized newspapers even attacked the mannerisms

and attire of destitute Jews.
We will make reference to only two of the dozens of writings and
speeches against Iranian Jews which appeared during Reza Shah's
reign. They are articles which appeared in the 4 and 5 September
L933'uu issues of the newspap er Kushesh, published shortly after Hitler's rise to power. In these articles, published under the title,
"A Stroll through Tehran," the author showed no restraint in his
insults and accusations against the Jews. He blamed the Jews for
every instance of arson worldwide. He called them a money-grubbing
and selfish people and derided the dark hovels of the Jewish ghetto
in Tehran. He belittled the occupations held by Jews. He called the
inhabitants of the ghetto the "greatest mortal danger" and attacked
Jewish merchants with unfounded accusations.
Publications such as this, combined with rumors and other propaganda, gradually poisoned the minds of Iranians nationwide against
the Jews, plunging them into a sea of fear and anxiety. News of the
war and the dreadful situation of Jews worldwide added to this
fear. With Reza Shah's compulsory abdication and exile, the storm
of anti-Semitism in Iran subsided, but as the war dragged on, the
fears remained,
The Jewish plight-after a temporary respite during the reign of
Reza Shah-once again worsened during the confusion of the Second
World War. After the exile of Reza Shah by the Allies and the
coronation of the young Mohammad Reza, a new period began
which ultimately resulted in a resurgence of the Jewish people in
Iran. Jews were so prominent in economics, industry, commerce,
higher education, administration, and in the arts and sciences that
it was absolutely unbelievable that their roots were in the hellish

"tNos. r89 & r9o.

544

COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF IRAN

ghettos in which their forefathers had taken refuge from persecutions
and massacres.
The reign of Mohammad Reza Shah Q94t-t979) is of special importance to Iranian Jews, especially as it coincided with the rebirth
of an independent Israel, and it is fitting that the history of this
period should be written elsewhere. Mohammad Reza Shah struggled
to follow in his father's footsteps and-by freeing himself of the
mullahs' grasp and westernizing Iran-sought to bring about great
social and cultural changes. The power of the mullahs was kept in
check for years, but the fue beneath the ashes flared up and carried
Iran down a different path. The years of Mohammad Reza Shah's

reign may be considered the zenith of Jewish Iranian well-being
and prosperity.

The Children of Tehran
In the early years of this tumultuous period, during which the Second
World War continued, one of the most amazing chapters of IranianIsraeli relations unfolded. This story, which has come to be known
as that of the "Children of Tehran " in Israeli history, is an important
and moving chapter of Jewish-lranian history (Fig. 3214). It tells
how the Iranian Jews-who during the most trying days of the
Qajar dynasty had received a helping hand from the Allia
tended a helping hand to Jewish children from Poland who had
fled from the clutches of the Nazis via the Soviet Union to Iran.
In t942, when Hitler had advanced to the heart of the Caucasus, a
large group of Jewish children and youths who had fled the war's
destruction entered Iran with the permission of the Soviet and British
governments for eventual resettlement in the Promised Land. The
children arrived in Iran in pitiful condition, lacking adequate clothing, and were put up in large tents in the vicinity of Dustan Tappeh,
near Tehran. It was not long before Schiffer, the representative of
the Jewish Agency, also came to Tehran and with the help of several
Iranian Jews, including Haji 'Aziz Elghanian and Dr. Habib Levy,
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collected donations and provided food and clothing. Travel to Jerusalem was no easy matter. The state of Israel did not yet exist, and
each of the countries of the Middte East was aligned with one side
or the other in the war. Obtaining visas and safe passage seemed
impossible. Worst of all, financial need compounded these problems.
But somehow, passage was planned for the refugees-who were
waiting in a large camp-through Pakistan and thence by ship via
the Red Sea.
The large camp was crowded with the many young refugees. The
Tehrani Jews selflessly took some of them into their homes. Members
of theJewish community did their utmost to help them, and although
they knew that the young war refugees might spread the deadly
typhoid fever, they did not hesitate to give them their beds while
they themselves slept on the floor. Typhoid spread in Tehran and
claimed a number of lives. Among those struck down was Dr. Ruhollah Sapir (Fig. 35) , a great and benevolent man who played the

key role in opening the clinic in the Tehran ghetto, which later
came to be known as the Benevolent Society. The size of Dr. Sapir's
burial ceremony was unprecedented, and his death left the Jewish
community deeply bereaved.
Two other prominent figures from the Jewish Association, Elyahu
Duvokin and Mrs. Moshe Sharett,'u' came to Tehran to help the
Jewish refugees from Poland. Getting the young refugees to the
Holy Land could not be accomplished overnight and took a long
time. Following these two figures who worked day and night on
behalf of the Polish refugees, Zilberberg came to Tehran, and thenceforward the Jewish Agency, or Sukhonot, established itself in that
'oeMoshe Sharett (Shertok) (g894_t965), the great Israeli politician, was

one of the great leaders of the Zionist movement. He was appointed as
the first Israeli foreign minister, and became prime minister following
David Ben Gurion's resignation in ry54. Sharett was active in the Jewish
Agency. In t942, his wife went to Tehran to facilitate the emigration of
the "Children of Tehran. "
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city. One of its active leaders was Dr. Goldberg, who helped Iranian
Jews themselves emigrate to the land of their forebears. Through
tireless efforts, the "Children of Tehran were gradually sent on to
Jerusalem.

Witn the end of the war, educational opportunities for Iranian
Jews increased. The oRT, founded by Russian Jews, increased its
activities in Iran with help from the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. The onr founders believed that if the Jews learned
trades, it would help them become independent.
Witn the help of European and American foundations, Ozar haTorah'no (Persian "Ganj-e Danesh") opened offices in Iran. Its goal
was to shore up traditional religious values and to spread the Hebrew
language among Jews. Ozar ha-Torah had great influence on the
younger generation of Iranian Jews through its opening of new
schools, summer camps, seminars for training teachers, and other
cultural initiatives. Rabbi L.,.y of Poland, who lived in Israel, actively
administered Ozar ha-Torah's schools in Iran, which at first were
called "Berit Torah." The directors of Ozar ha-Torah wclrked to
open schools in cities and towns that had Jewish populations but
lacked Alliance schools. The president of Ozar ha-Torah in America,
Rabbi Isaac Shalom-one of the three founders of the organrzation-made a special effort on behalf of the education of Iranian
Jews and sent an annual contribution equal to a hundred thousand
tomarn through the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
to the Tehran schools.
With Iran's cultural development, the number of Jewish university
students saw considerable growth. Hundreds of Jewish students went
to Europe and America to pursue advanced studies. Jewish girls,
'eThis non-profit organtzation was created in ry45 by three religious
figures from New York, Jerusalem, and Buenos Aires to provide religious
instruction to Jewish children in the Near East and North Africa. It achieved
rapid growth through the support of benevolent Jews. In r97o, Ozar haTorah had 4r schools and summer camps in Iran.
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who until a few generations earlier-before the establishment of
the Alliance schools-had received no education at all, were now
on an eqrral footing with the boys and studied at all levels. In 1968,
the Iranian Jewish population was more than 7o,ooo, more than
half of whom lived in Tehran, Isfahan, and Shiraz.
After the Second World War, Jewish publications in Iran used the
Persian alphabet, and community newspapers were published. The
weekly newspaper 'Alam-e Yahud (Jewish World) was published
from 1950 to 1959, the newspaper Israel was published rn 1947, and
the illustrated weekly Sina ran from 195o to r95r.
The Iranian Jewish community came to have a number of organizations, the most important of which were in Tehran:

1. The Benevolent Society (Kanun-e Khayrkhah) , founded by
the late Dr. Sapir.
2. The Jewish Women s Organization (Sazman-e Banuvan-e
Yahud). Among this organization's charitable acts was the
opening of two nurseries which cared for children whose parents could not afford their upkeep.
3. The Jewish Cultural, Charitable, and Welfare Association
(Anjoman-e Farhangi, Khayriyeh, va Behdasht-e Kalimiyan),
which was affiliated with the Alliance high school.
4. Ozar ha-Torah.
5. The Jewish Quarter Association (Anjoman-e Ku-ye Kalimiyan)
was established for the welfare of the Jewish ghetto, which
still had impoverished residents.
6. The Cemetery Administration (Anjoman-e Edareh-ye Omur-e
Gurestan).
7. The Kurosh School Association (Anjoman-e Madraseh-ye
Kurosh).
8. The Jewish Association (Anjoman-e Kalimiyan), which grew
out of the former Va'ed Haghhila association.

Despite the existence of numerous associations, because of their
lack of coordination and the absence of a national fund to coordinate
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them,'e'at least financially, and also because of the same attributes
that wreaked havoc in earlier years, the Jewish community was not
as successful in solving its problems as it should have been. One of
the worst problems was that the community did not see to the
separation of administrative and legislative power: the Jewish representative in the Assembly was also president of the Jewish Association.
Though this served the interests of cronies who ultimately found
their way to the Assembly, it caused the Jewish community great
harm.
After the Second World War, many poor Iranian Jews headed for
Israel. The poor who remained saw some improvement in their
economic situation. The kinds of work performed by Jews gradually
changed, and hundreds of educated Jews found jobs in business,
government administration, and banking. Of course, top-level jobs
were still reserved for Shi'is under the constitution; otherwise, it is
hard to imagine that Jews would have advanced to the highest levels
of government service. Whereas by the r96os, conversion of
Jews-both compulsory or through proselytization-had stopped,
because of social change, leaving the confines of the ghetto, and
interaction with others at various levels, intermarriage with non-Jews
became common, especially in Tehran. With economic growth,
which gradually extended to many Iranian Jews, fewer considered
emigrating to Israel.

History Repeats ltself: Friendship between Iran and Israel
The most important historical event of this period for Iranian
Jews-and Jews worldwide-was Israeli independence, which was
achieved in the first decade of Mohammad Reza Shah's reign. In
April L947, the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine
(urvscoe) was formed. This committee was comprised of eleven
members, including the Iranian representative. In its report pub'eA national fund was created after the
Persian edition of this book.

first printing of the original
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lished in August 1947, the Special Committee recommended that
Palestine be divided into two independent states: one Jewish, the
other Arab. This recommendation was endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly on z9 November t947.'e'
On r4 Muy ry48, David Ben Curion announced Israeli independence to the world, and Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq
immediately declared war on the newly-founded State of Israel.
Although Iran was not an Arab country that it should confront
Israel, neither could it remain still. An uproar broke out domestically,
and the flames of anti-Semitism leapt up once more. The press
attacked the "puppet state" and the crisis took on Islamic overtones.
According to the enemies of the Jews, Islam was in danger. Newspapers with ties to Arab countries called on Iranian religious leaders
to take the lead. One newspaper published an advertisement calling
for volunteers for the war in Palestine. On the Shi'i holy day of
'Ashura, which fell on rz November 1948, the Iranian
Jewish community was on the brink of danger. There was little standing in the
way of a new riot and massacre, but through the intervention of the
Iranian government and authentic clergymen, the uproar died down.
In r95r, during Mosaddegh's term as Prime Minister, when all
political parties were given freedom, the National Socialist Party
(Sumka), whose young members wore black and shaved their heads
in emulation of the Nazis, began spreading anti-Semitic propaganda.
But with the political changes which favored the king and put an
end to unbridled freedoms, the anti-Semitic propaganda also halted.
The Jewish representative to the Assembly after Dr. Loghman, who
served through the r3th session, was Murad Ariyeh, who held the
position for r4 consecutive years, from t94z to 1956.
In March ry4g,lran sent a representative to Israel to adjudicate
"property claims of Iranian subjects in Palestine" and a year later
granted Israel de facto recognition, but would not agree to receive a
legation from Israel. In July 7957, Prime Minister Mohammad Mo'e'n1, t5'.t688.
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saddegh, hoping to gain the support of the Arab countries for the
nationalization of the oil industry, recalled the Iranian representative
to Israel. In so doing, he also pleased domestic sectarians, who at
that time had once again entered the political arena along with the
whole spectrum of political standard-bearers. But Iran's failure to
gain support from the Arab countries in its struggle with Britain,
the Israeli victory in the Sinai rn t956, and most of all Egypt's antiIranian activities in the Persian Gulf, forced Iran to review its relations
with Israel. Despite all of these factors, and although all power was
in the king's hands, Iran avoided establishing full diplomatic relations
with Israel for fear of the Arab countries, and in 1958 opened an
interests section through the Swiss embassy.
Finally, in 196o, the king recognized Israel, and Egypt immediately
severed relations with Iran. The king repeatedly affirmed Israel's
right to exist and publicly declared that Iran and Israel should maintain economic ties. With the implementation of various treaties,
Israeli organizations engaged in a wide range of activities in Iran.
One of the most important of these was the rebuilding of Qazvin,
which suffered severe damage in the ry62 earthquake. The Marv
Dasht project by Israeli technicians in Shiraz marked the beginning
of agricultural changes in Iran. The Israeli national air carrier, El-Al,
had regularly scheduled flights to Tehran. Many other Israelis helped
to implement various other projects in Iran, and Muslim Iranians
also went to Israel to study and to undergo complicated medical
procedures. Bilateral trade was effected by air and through the port

of Eilal'e3
iii iii
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The Jewish resurgence in the last years of Mohammad Reza Shah's
reign, following the bitter sufrerings of centuries past, is one of the
wonders of Jewish-lranian history. Not only Jews, but Muslims,
too, were amazed that after all the adversity, killing, and looting
'eJn1, 8'.t44o-43.
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suffered by this community-especially during the Safavid and Qajar

dynasties-after all the harrowing events of the Constitutionalist
and even the Pahlavi periods-of which the Kurdistan massacre is
but a single example-this nation could survive, stand up on its
feet, raise its head, gird itself for service to the Iranian nation, produce
SUrgeOnS, prOfeSSOrS, bankerS, engineers, nUrSeS, artiSanS, artiStS,
factory owners, managers, office workers, and technicians, and clasp

hands with their fellow countrymen, whose forefathers had committed the most heinous acts against their forebears. How could it be
that this IranianJew-who should be filled with hate, vindictiveness,

enmity, and suspicion-could take the hand of a desperately ill
Muslim and bring him to an Israeli hospital to be cured? How
could it be that this person, whose grandfather was cut in half
during the Qajar dynasty for the crime of playing an instrument in
a public park, should struggle so hard to preserve traditional Iranian
music, saving it through the likes of Davud Shirazi, Musa Khan
Kashani, Rahim Qanuni Shirazi, Yahya Zarrinpanjeh, and Morteza
Ney Davud?
This Iranian Jew with his physician's healing hands and musician's
magical fingers both cured his countryman's bodily ailments and
served as a salve for his soul. What kind of person is he that vindictiveness should find no place in his heart? Is not this follower of
Moses an example of sublime humanity? Is not the Iranian Jew a
lily growing in the salt marsh of bigotry? Is not the blossoming of
this flower in such a salt marsh-the likes of which are to be found
in many other parts of the world-a miracle of God? iii

