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Iran's Encounter with Greece and Rome
AlExaruDER'S BURNING op PpnsnPoLIS in 33o B.C.E. marks the dividing line between Achaemenid rule and Greek supremacy in western
Asia. After Darius III was killed, Alexander's conquests proceeded
even more rapidly. The Macedonian conqueror seized Tabaristan,
Gorgan, and Khorasan and advanced toward Balkh. He reached the

Ja"artes River and built a town which is known today as Khojand.
From there, he attacked India and seized the Punjab. He returned
to Iran by way of Baluchistan and went on to Babylon. While in
Babylon, he adopted Darius' paradigm of administration to control
his vast empire and divided it into a number of satrapies. He tried
to create a synthesis of Iranian and Greek civilization and encouraged
marriage between the people of the two nations. At the same time,
he promoted Greek culture and expanded elements of Creek political
and social customs. He himself married an Iranian princess named
Roxana (Rowshanak). But with his massacres he planted the seeds
of enmity between the Iranian and Greek nations. In the course of
Alexander's relentless lightning-fast campaigns, small groups of
Greek soldiers took up residence in the cities of Mesopotamia and
Iran.

In 348.c.E., Alexander became ill and died in Babylon at the age
of 3z,leaving no heir. Upon his death, war broke out among the
Macedonian commanders for control of the empire. These wars
lasted for years. In fact:
. ..the greatest empire in the world, which Alexander had suddenly
occupied and which he held in his hand like a child clutching a
priceless vase, suddenly fell to the ground and shattered upon his
death. (Pirniya, Tarikh-e lran, p' 138)

Roxana delivered a son after his death, but the birth of this boy,
who was also named Alexander, did not solve the problem of succession. Alexander's empire was divided into several parts, each of
which was grabbed by several Macedonian commanders who fought
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each other for control. The one who finally prevailed took command

of the region.
Seleucus took control of most of western Asia and established the
Seleucid dynasty Ln 312 B.c.E., ruling that portion of Alexander's
empire which roughly coincided with the borders of the Achaemenid
Empire. He and his son, Antiochus, established two capitals. The
father established himself at Babylon, his son in Syria. Little is known
about Seleucid Iran. There were no glaring differences between Iranian and Greek life-styles, mores, and customs. They both loved
battle and hunting, but their social and religious beliefs were dissimilar.
Seleucus and his successors endeavored to spread Hellenism
throughout the Asian continent. They believed that they were racially
superior and that their civilization was the most advanced in the
world. For this reason, they set up a network in the large cities
under their control to promote Hellenism and they elevated the
Greek language above others. Nonetheless...
The people of Iran, particularly those in the upper stratum of
society, borrowed nothing from Hellenism but its exterior forms.
Even the Iranians who lived in such cities as Seleucia or Susa do
not seem to have been deeply affected by Greek ideas, (nn, zr'.876)
Perhaps it was for this reason that Seleucid supremacy over all of
Iran did not last long and that a century after the death of Alexander
the wave of victory began to recede. Witn the rebellion of the ccurageous Parthians, who hailed from the province of Hyrcania (which
encompassed portions of present-day Khorasan and Gorgan), the
foundations of Macedonian power in Iran began to shake. The
Parthian revolt, which coincided with the emergence of Rome, laid
the foundations of a dynasty which was to last for four centuries
and seven decades-into the 3rd century c.E.-and which played
an important role in shaping the destiny of the world. This revolt
struck the most damaging blow against the Seleucids and separated
the first province from their realm.
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on India. The expansion of the Parthian Empire during this period
rekindled the memory of the Achaemenid dynasty. Mithradates I:
...was the founder of the Parthian state's greatness. During this
period, the Seleucids had been weakened by war with the Romans
and the Jews. (Pirniya, Tarikh-e lran, p. 145)

It is surprising that these victories-according to some historians-did not eliminate the influence of the Greek

language, culture,

and arts. The coins of the period demonstrate this attachment to
the Creek language and script.
In one of Mithradates I's campaigns, the Greek commander Demetrius was taken prisoner by the Parthians, causing the Macedonians
to take reprisals in an attempt to free him. During the reign of
Mithradates I's son, Phraates II, the Greek ruler Antiochus VII set
out for Iran with a great army to free his brother, Demetrius. In the
fierce struggle, Persian warriors-who considered the Parthians foreigners-fought alongside the Creeks. But Parthia prevailed. Antiochus was killed and his son imprisoned in rzgB.c.E This year
marks a turning point in Macedonian history. The Greek fall vras
hastened by the powerful blow received from Iran. At the same
time, the Parthians advanced rapidly eastward. From this time until
30 c.E., the Parthians were at the zenith of their power, and their
empire continued to expand.
The reign of Mithradates II (Arsaces IX) , from c. n4-76s.c.n.,
was the most glorious of the Parthian era. He thwarted the Greeks
and cleansed Iran of their presence. He silenced other enemies like
the Sacas, who were attacking Iran from the East. He concluded a
treaty of friendship with Rome, which was emerging as a great
power. He established cordial relations with China and received
that country's ambassador in his court. Mithradates II's empire included lands to the east and west theretofore unknown, and for this
reason he claimed the title "king of kings." With the Greek government removed from the scene and the Roman Empire growing in
pomp and splendor, the basis for confrontation between Iran and

IRAN'S ENCOUNTER WITH GREECE AND ROME

89

Rome-which sometimes manifested itself in the form of great and
bloody wars-was established. These wars continued from the late
Parthian period long into the Sasanian period. Iran and Rome were
the two superpowers of the world, and other nations dared not
confront them.
The first clash between Iran and Rome occurred during the reign
of Phraates III (Arsaces XD, who was king during the sixth and
seventh decades B.c.E. He thought that peace with the Roman Empire
was best, but Rome, wanting to make Iran an ally in its wars and
seeing that Iran was committed to peace, resorted to intrigue. It
incited Armenia against Iran and shrewdly made peace with Iran's
neighbors in an effort to undermine the Parthian state. Finally,
during the reign of Orodes I (Arsaces XIII), from 56 to 37v'c'E', a
flash point was reached and the first Irano-Roman war broke out
and quickly reached dreadful proportions. Rome completely abrogated its peace treaty with Iran. The Roman commander Pompey
frorr.d the Euphrates and faced the Iranian army at Carrhae' Rome
suffered a crushing defeat at the hands of the Parthians, however,
and ro,oooRoman soldiers were taken prisoner. This battle redoubled
Parthian prestige and destabilized Rome's position in Syria, Asia

Minor, and Judea.
According to the Greek historian Plutarch, the Arsacid monarch
orodes was watching a play of Euripides when the severed head of
the Roman commander Crassus was brought before him. It was
rumored in Rome that the Parthians planned to attack the Roman
Empire. Soon thereafter, Caesar stepped forward to avenge Crassus'
defeat.

The battle of Carrhae is of great importance in Iranian history
because theretofore the Romans had been everywhere victorious'
This defeat, having cast a shadow on their ascendancy, magnified
the name of the Paithians throughout the world' (Pirniya, Tarikh-e
Iran,p. 155)
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The Iranian victories over Rome in two wars during the reigns of
Phraates IV and Orodes II compelled Rome to keep its distance
from its powerful rival. In one of these wars the famous Roman
general Mark Antony, in consultation with the Roman Senate and
acting on orders from Caesar, attacked Iran in an effort to put an
end to Parthian rule. He was defeated by the Parthian cavalry and,
having suffered heavy losses, fled to Syria. Rome dared not attack
Iran for a century thereafter. Augustus Caesar proposed a treaty of
peace with Iran, and with its conclusion in z5B.c.E., the Roman
prisoners were freed.
The Parthians then moved their capital to Ctesiphon. Among the
important events of the reign of Artabanus III (Arsaces XVIII,
17-42 c.E.) was the rebellion of Seleucia and the massacre of the
Jews in that city. Seleucia was situated in Iranian territory near the
city of Ctesiphon. This period marked the beginning of a phase in
Parthian history known as the "anti-Hellenistic period" which lasted
from tz to t6zc.p.. The period was characterized by the expansion
of Parthian national culture and resistance to foreign culture.
During the reign of Vologases I (Arsaces XXII , 5b78 c.E.), after
renewed clashes between Iran and Rome, it was decided that his
brother, Tiridates, should be made king of Armenia on the condition
that he should travel to Rome to receive the crown from the Roman
emperor Nero.
Tiridates' journey to Rome and his coronation ceremony were
very pompous. Three thousand Parthian horsemen accompanied
him to Rome. His journey to Rome and return to Armenia took
nine months, and the Roman treasury daily paid a handsome
sum for his expenses. Tiridates, like the other members of his
family, was a pious man, and did not wish to travel by sea. For in
the Zoroastrian religion, water is one of the holy elements, and to
defile it with filth was forbidden. (Pirniya, Tarikh-e lran, p. 6+)

Tiridates entered Rome in 66 c.p. and addressed Nero thus:
Commander! I am descended of the Arsacids and the brother of
Vologases the king. This notwithstanding, I am your servant. I
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have come here to behold and worship you, who are my lord,
even as I worship Mithra. From this day, my fate is in your hands.
For you are my fortune and my prosperity. (Pirniya , Iran-e Bastan,

3:245)

Then Tiridates received the crown of Armenia from Nero's hand.
After Tiridates' return to Armenia, a treaty was signed by Vologases
and Nero which called for a half century of peace between Iran and
Rome.
Vologases was a religious king and an ardent follower of Zoroaster.
He undertook the compilation of the Avesta, which had been lost
after Alexander's conquest. Vologases I was the last powerful Parthian

monarch. The six kings who followed him presided over Parthia's
decline. They not only had to contend with a powerful enemy in
Rome, they also faced civil war.
In the first century c.8., the Parthian state gradually lost its central
authority and devolved into eighteen separate states, some of which
were administered by Arsacid princes, others by local dynasties.
The nobility seized high government offices and made them hereditary. The country was quietly crumbling. Babylon and Ctesiphon
fell to the Romans. The Parthians once again united, and in the
beginning of the 3rd century rose up against the Romans. But with
the revolt of Papak and his son Ardeshir and their victory over the
last Parthian king, Artabanus V, the Arsacid dynasty came to an
end in 226 c.E.
The Parthians ruled Iran for more than 47o years, during which
time Iran was very active in international commerce. Goods were
carried from China and India to Rome by caravan along long and
torturous roads. The Parthians were active in building cities. All in
all, they did not display prejudice against the religious beliefs of
others. The dynasty can be divided into three periods: the conflict
with the Seleucids and the cleansing of Iran of foreigners; the period
of Parthia's shining splendor and victories over Rome-the great
power of the day; and the period of decline and ultimate collapse.
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The borders of Parthian Iran at its zenith were as follows: the
Euphrates River in the west, the Punjab and Indus rivers in the east,
the Persian Culf, the Gulf of Oman, and the Indian Ocean in the
south, and the Himalayas, Jaxartes River, Caspian Sea, and Caucasus
in the north.
The Parthians had two councils: the council of princes, which
had an advisory function, and the council of senior clerics, dubbed
the "Moghestan, "which had little political influence. The Zoroastrian
clerics, or magi, were not only spiritual leaders: many were also
doctors, teachers, astrologers, and chroniclers. Nonetheless, state
power was absolute. The religion of the kings and people of Iran
during the Parthian period was a mixture between the worship of
Ahura Mazda and the adoration of Mithra, Anahita, sun, and moon.
Toward the end of the period, Zoroastrianism grew stronger, but
Iran had no ofificial religion. There were temples in Iran in which
statues were placed in emulation of the Greeks. Only one of the
Arsacid monarchs, Vologases I, who commissioned the compilation
of the Avesta, displayed any religious zealotry.
The popular language of the period was Pahlavi, a language between
Old Persian and today's Persian language. Texts were written in the
Aramaic script, which is derived from the Hebrew script. But Greek
was also very popular. The Arsacid princes were very well versed in
the Greek language and literature. No important Parthian relics
have survived.

CHaprnn Srx

Five-and-a-Half Centuries of Obscurity
THp HISToRv of the Jews of Iran during the long years of Creek
rule and the more than 47o years of the Parthians-which together
span a period of roughly five-and-a-half centuries-is buried in
obscurity. Even the history of Iran itself during this important period
is not as well known as it is for other periods. Historical sources for
the period are few. Many of the accounts of non-Iranian historians
are either inaccurate or chiefly concerned with the details of wars.
Apart from the few scattered authoritative accounts, it is through
an examination of relations between Iran and Judea and their roles
in resisting the Greeks and Romans that limited inferences can be
drawn regarding the status of Iranian Jews during these centuries.
We have no choice but to follow this methodology in this chapter.
We will speak more of the friendship or enmity of Iran and Judea
vis-h-vis foreigners and of the congruousness or incongruousness
of their goals in order to arrive at a clearer understanding of the
status of the Jews of Iran.
When Alexander attacked the Achaemenid capital in 33o B.c.E.,
many of the Iranian Jews who lived in Susa and Persepolis fled to
nearby cities in fear. TheJewish inhabitants of Shiraz and Lar in the
centuries after Alexander's attack must be descended from those
refugees. During Alexander's reign over Iran and its territories, the
fate of the Jews was the same as that of other peoples. As Alexander
bore no animus toward the religious beliefs of others, he naturally
took no measures against Iranian Jews. After his death, Egypt and
Syria came under the command of his general, Ptolemy, who established the Ptolemaid dynasty in Egypt and sought to annex Judea.
The Jews at Jerusalem did not want to open their gates to Ptolemy's
army, but one Saturday, as they refrained from fighting, Judea was
captured by the enemy. The fortifications built in Nehemiah's time
were torn down, and many of the Jews were taken captive to Egypt.
But in the aftermath of a war later fought between the Seleucids

94

COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF IRAN

and the Ptolemaids, Judea, like Iran, fell under Seleucus' sway. Once
again, Judea became part of an empire that also included Iran.
Only this time, it was the foreign Macedonians who ruled both
nations. During the years of warfare between the Seleucid and Ptolemaid dynasties, exchanges between the Jews of Iran and Judea came
to a halt.
When Seleucus' rule became firmly established, the Jews adopted
a new calendar whose starting date was 311e.c.E. It was called the
shetarot (nrrrra) [covenant] year, as Judea committed itself to consider
that year as the beginning of its history. The shef arot calendar soon
became popular among the Jews of Iran and was used in religious
marriage contracts and on tombstones. The cemetery at Gil'ad of
Damavand, known today as Gilyard, saw shetarot calendar years on
tombstones through the middle of the zoth century.
According to Craetz:
Seleucus, the founder of the Seleucidaan kingdom, the centre of
which was situated in Persia, had in addition become possessed
of the northern part of Syria, where he founded a new city, Antioch,

which became his capital. In order to people this city, as well as
other newly-built towns, he was obliged to bring inhabitants into
them, and among these partly forced and partly willing settlers
were many Judaans, to whom Seleucus gave the full rights of
Macedonian citizenship. (Graetz, r:4r9)
Perhaps this was done in imitation of Alexander, who had encouraged

loo,ooo Jews to settle in Alexandria so they could contribute to its
prosperity. Obviously, such actions did nothing to relieve the Jews'
anxiety over the capture of Iran and Judea by the Greeks. The Jews
of Iran could no longer in good conscience pray for the king's
health-as had been customary since the time of Darius-in their
religious ceremonies.
Although the Seleucids did not consider grantingJudea any political
independence, they allowed the Jews religious freedom at first and
permitted the grand priest to remain their leader. Neither the people
of Iran nor the people of Judea were of a mind to come to terms
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with the Greek government, instead they sought the opportunity to
rise up against the Greeks. The successful Parthian uprising occurred
in the middle of the 3rd century B.c.E., before the revolt of the
Maccabees. With the Parthian victory, the anxiety of the Jews of
Iran and Judea was lessened. Judea looked forward to the day when
it could re-establish its former cordial relations with the government
of Iran. As the young Parthian state grew gradually stronger, the
Jews of Iran-who at that time were pursuing mutual Judean and
Iranian political interests-established good relations with the Arsacid dynasty with a view to strengthening Judea's position and the
rule of the priestly dynasty.
At that time, the Jews of Judea were divided into two factions.
One faction supported Greek culture, or Hellenism, and included
most of the well-to-do. The other faction, the Hasidim, were violently
opposed to the influence of Greek culture. The difflerences between
these two groups were at times so great that it was as though they
were not of the same nation and people. It was not long before the
Judean rebellion against the Seleucids began. The Creeks were so
engrossed in fighting the Romans on one front and the Judeans on
the other that the Parthian king Mithradates I was afforded a golden
opportunity to expand the Iranian Empire and so firmly establish
the foundations of Arsacid rule that the conquerors of Carthage
would kneel in submission. As history bears witness, Mithradates I
was to some extent indebted to the Jews of Judea for his victories
from ry4to 136 e.c.E., for had not they-like the Parthians-risen
up against Seleucia, Creece, Iran's arch enemy, would have been
able to fight on a single front and might have blocked Mithradates I's
advances. It is obvious that had the Judeans dropped out, the great
victories of Mithradates I would not have been the same.
Although the Judean revolt against the Seleucids followed the
Parthian revolt by seventy-five years, both ended in victory despite
impediments. The Judean revolt against the Seleucids forced them
to concentrate their military power near the Mediterranean coast.
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This helped the Parthian kings to expand Iran's borders and renew
the historical splendor of the Iranian nation. The Creeks, who had
at first granted the Jews religious freedom, gradually changed their
policy. In order to reinforce Greek culture, they applied increasing
pressure until it reached extreme levels. When Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the king of Greece, was returning from Egypt, he passed through
Judea on the way to Syria. After killing and plundering in Jerusalem,
he entered the Temple. Needing funds for his war against Rome, he
looted all of its precious furnishings. Then, one of his generals,
Appolonius, decreed that the Jews no longer had the right to observe
the requirements of the Torah, and that they must sacrifice swine
to Greek idols. He forbade circumcision, observation of the Sabbath,
and the consumption of kosher meats, sentencing his opponents to
death. In the Temple at Jerusalem, he sacrificed swine, sprinkled
their blood on the altar, polluted the Torah with their flesh, and
erected a statue of Jupiter. The Creeks tried to prevail upon the
Jews to take part in their gods' festivals and to convert to their
religion, but the Jews fled to the mountains and caves. The enemy
showed no restraint. They destroyed synagogues and Torahs. At a
time when dread and weakness had overtaken the people and they
despaired of any divine blight descending upon the heads of their
enemies or the emergence of a new prophet to grant them succor,
suddenly, the spark of salvation warmed their shivering hearts: the
Maccabees entered the fray.
Mattathias ben Johanan of the family of Hasmonai the priest
lived with his five sons in a village north of Jerusalem. In 67 B.c.E.,
the Creek Appeles entered the village to force its inhabitants to
worship idols. When one of the inhabitants of the village stepped
forward to sacrifice to the glory of Jupiter, Mattathias, an aged
priest, could not stand it. He stepped forward and struck down the
man of weak faith. The priest's sons, who were armed, killed Appeles
and his retinue as well. The aged priest cried: "Whosoever has faith
in the Torah and God s covenant, come with me!"
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And he set forth. Witn each step, his group became larger, and
the fire of the Maccabee revolt was fanned. The aged priest commanded that weapons should be gathered. He deemed fighting the
idolatrous enemy on the Sabbath a necessity. Mattathias' young
son, Judah, became the commander of the partisans. Creek forces
advanced, but were defeated and fell back. They advanced once
more and were again defeated. The war continued thus. The Maccabee revolt brought pressure to bear on the Jews living under
Greek control. The Creeks, who already despised the Jews because
of their religious differences, now persecuted them wherever possible
because of their brazen revolt. But in Judea, the 4o,ooo-man army
of the Creek commander Lysias suffered defeat at the hands of the
6,ooo-man Maccabean army in 166 B.c.E. A year later, mighty Greece
bowed its head in defeat before Judah Maccabee and his forces, and
the government of Judea fell to the Maccabees.
What other effect could this victory-which resembled that of
the Parthians-have had upon the Jews of Iran but to bring them
greater prestige and religious freedom, and to once again make
possible the pilgrimage to Jerusalem? News of Judah Maccabee's
victory in 165 B.c.E. soon reached the Jews of lran. The Jews' relations
with the Arsacid kings of lran, which had been cordial since the
establishment of the dynasty, grew stronger with the victory of the
Maccabees.

Judah Maccabee was nominated as chief priest of Jerusalem. It
seemed that a stable peace had been reached between the Seleucids
and Judea, and it was hoped that the Judean soldiers would be able
to return to their work in agriculture. But the Creeks soon embarked
on a new test of strength. On the r3th of Adar, 16r e.c.s., Maccabee
and his forces dealt the Greek commander, Nicanor, such a stunning
defeat that not one of his soldiers survived. For many years, the
Jews celebrated "Nicanor Day." The Creeks came to realize that it
was no easy task to sway the followers of Judaism or destroy the
Jewish people, for the Jews were both serious and defiant in their
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nations
religious beliefs and were distributed throughout many of the
of the day, including lran, Babylon, Bactria, Rome, and creece'
of
Despite uil thir, the Greeks-considering themselves the equals
great powers of the day such as Rome and lran-found it difficult
io accept their defeat Uy Juaea and tried to overthrow the Maccabean
his brother
state by any means possible. Both Judah Maccabee and
Greeks'
the
Jonathan were killed in separate battles with
Although many Jews lived in Iran during this period and were
to have
esteemed by the Arsacid court, sending aid to Judea seems
preoccupied
been impoisible, because the Iranians were themselves

with war and conquest. But Jewish Iranians hoped that

Mithradates I would soon be able to stop the Greeks.
Rome eventually prevailed over Greece and took control of some
of the former Greekterritories. In 133 B.C.E., Rome ordered Antiochus
had
Sides not to interfere in Judea or send troops there. Antiochus
no choice but to obey and seek good relations with Hyrcanus' the
friendship
leader of Judea. But Hyrcanus, knowing that the superficial
of the Greeks had no basis, formed an alliance with the Parthians
called
against Antiochus. In order to strengthen his army, Antiochus
up military support from all the nations under his suzerainty. Some
face-to-face with the
J,ra.u1 soldieis also joined him, and he came
iranian army. But when the time calne to do battle, the Judeans-who
for long years had suffered at the hands of the Greeks and loved
Iran even as their own homeland-failed to join the fight against
the Iranians on the pretext that it was Sukkot' Antiochus VII was
killed in the encounter, which took place rn r29 B'c'E' With his
death, Syria became impotent. The great danger posed by Iran and
time, while both countries
Judea's io*-on enemy waned, and for a
were at peace, they tuined their attentions to internal reform. The
death of A.ttiochus VII also marked the death of the Seleucid state,
and thenceforward their dominion faded. In r24B'c'E', when
Mithradates II was crowned, bringing tidings of a bright future for
the Iranian nation, the members of the Jewish high council in Jerusalem were planning the annual Hanukkah festival for Jews living
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outside Judea. Up to that time, the feast had been celebrated only
in Judea because of the Maccabees' victory.
As fate would have it, Iran and Judea-which had long-standing
bonds of friendship-were concurrently relieved of a common enemy. At the same time both were blessed with competent political
leaders. As Hyrcanus was moving to expand his country as far as its
historical territorial expanse during the reign of David,
Mithradates II was governing a country whose borders extended as
far as those of the Achaemenids. As a result of Hyrcanus' battles,
the MedJudea had complete sovereignty over the river Jordan,
iterranean coast, and the road followed by caravans to Syria and
Egypt. During these years, theJews of Iran lived in peace and tranq"itity. It is remarkable that the great Judean leader Hyrcanus' victories ultimately brought about a situation similar to that which
prevailed toward the end of Solomon s reign. Two opposing politicoreligious groups came about: the Pharisees and the Sadducees. These
two groups gave new life to old quarrels.
During the final years of the reign of Mithradates the Great, Queen
Salome Alexandra of the Maccabean dynasty was enthroned in Judea.
She was a virtuous, compassionate, and pious woman, and at least
for a short time was able to end internal disputes. Without proscribing
the Sadducees, Salome supported the majority Pharisees. Such was
her political acumen that neighboring states did not even contemplate
going to war against her. During her nine-year reign, even the heavens
iupported her, and the nation's crops were bountiful. Queen Salome
struck coins in her name in Judea and appointed her eldest son as
grand priest. Witn the help of Simeon ben Shetah, whom she brought

from Alexandria, she implemented reform of the country's civil
laws and administrative aparatus. Strict regulations for divorce were
set in place during this period, and national and religious holidays
were observed with greater zeal. An annual tax of about zr/z grams
of silver was levied upon each Jewish person. Jews living outside of
Judea also paid this tax. It is said that more religious tax revenues
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came from the Iranian provinces of Media and Babylon than from
other places, which indicates that the Jewish population of Iran was
greater than in any other country and that they had a more comfortable life, because rather than zVz grams of silver, they paid zVz
grams of gold and even sent separate donations for the Holy Temple.
The death of Queen Salome Alexandra was followed by the decline
of the Hasmonean dynasty and coincided with the rise of Rome's
iron fut in the East. Beginning at this time, Iran and Judea again
faced a powerful common enemy, the greatest and mightiest Western

power.
In the 7th decade e.c.p., the Romans brought the nations of Asia
to their knees, one after another. They plundered and massacred
their opponents. Judea, too, was awaiting this fate. Pompey sought
to make Judea either a puppet state or a Roman colony. He seized
Judea and took many Jews captive to the Roman Empire, which
from that date forward had a sizable Jewish population. Judea's
defeat at Rome's hands took place in 6r B.c.E.
The nation of Judea went into mourning, and hatred of the Romans
took root in their hearts. Elsewhere, Parthian Iran was among the
foremost of Rome's enemies, and Parthian-Roman relations worsened. The Jews of Iran were in contact with Judea and were aware
of what was going on in the land of their forebears. In its opposition
to the heavy-handed Roman Empire, the Iranian government was
aware of the mutual interests shared by Iran and Judea, and doubtless
encouraged the Judeans in their enmity toward Rome. The Jews of
Judea did not back down, but rather continued their selfless resistance
to Rome's steadily increasing power. It is highly probable that the
hope that the mighty Parthian army would intervene to suppress
Rome helped strengthen the Judean Jews' resolve to resist the Roman
legions.
During the reign of Orodes I (Arsaces XIII, 5617 e.c.E.), when
the first battle was fought between Iran and Rome, a window of
hope was opened for the Jews.
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The celebrated Roman general Crassus and his vast army suffered
a terrible defeat at the hands of the Arsacid king Orodes and his
army. Crassus and his son were killed on the battlefield at Carrhae,
and of his roO,ooo-man army, not more than 1o)oOO survived. The
Roman defeat at Iran's hands stirred up the Judeans more so than
before. The Judean people aimed to rid their country of the Romans.
But the Romans, embittered by their defeat by the Parthians, concentrated their forces to suppress the Jewish rebels.
Herod was appointed by Caesar to govern Judea. He was an obdurate, diabolic Edomite. His first step was to confront Hezekiah, the
leader of the national resistance. He arrested Hezekiah and his followers, sentencing them all to death without trial rn 47 or 468.c.E.
Caesar rewarded Herod for this deed. Herod was obsequious to the
Romans and tried to expand their power in Judea . Graetzsays:
The Parthians, enemies of the Roman republic, were also violently
antagonistic to Herod. .. (Graetz , z'.82)

In the war between Iran and Rome, the Parthian army, under the
command of the Parthian heir apparent, Pacorus, advanced toward
Judea, which was held captive by the Romans. Jewish volunteers
came from all directions to join the Iranian forces. They were prepared to fight in any battle against the Romans, especially if it
concerned the Holy Land. Finally, the vanguard of the Iranian army-comprised of Judeans-entered Jerusalem. As documented by
historians, the number of Parthian soldiers involved in this attack
was greater than those at the battle of Carrhae.'n Most likely, Jews of
Fars, Media, and Babylon were among the volunteers in the Iranian
army. As the Parthian forces approached Jerusalem, the Jewish masses
rose up in support of the joint lranian-Jewish army, surrounded
the Hasmonean palace, and appointed the Jewish Antigonus king

'ePirniya, Iran-e bastan, 3:2342- 49.
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of Judea. Herod immediately fled with his family to the fortress of
Masada (4o e.c.E.), and after crossing the desert, took refuge with
Cleopatra in Egypt before proceeding to Rome.
After another war between Iran and Rome which ended in defeat
for Iran, Herod was appointed governor of Judea by the Roman
senate. He was unjustifiably mad for revenge. He burned five towns
near Jericho and besieged Jerusalem Ln37 B.c.E. Antigonus and his
soldiers sought refuge in the hills around the Temple. They fought
the Romans for ffieen days, but were eventually defeated, and the
Romans began killing without mercy. Herod refrained from plundering the Temple, but he arrested Antigonus and executed him.
Antigonus was the last of the eight rulers of the Hasmonean dynasty,
which had ruled Judea for more than a century.
War between Rome and Iran on one front and Rome and Judea
on the other continued. The great Jewish teacher and thinker, Hillel,
lived in these times. In a time when Roman aggressors were soaking
the fields with the blood of men, he said "Love others, for if you do
so, you will be closer to the Torah." He endeavored through his
teachings to resolve the conflict between the Sadducees and the
Pharisees.
Phraates

IV (Arsaces XIV) overcame domestic rebellions by making
peace with Rome, allowing both countries to reach their zeniths.
The Judeans could no longer look to Parthia for support. Likewise,
the Jews of Iran could only keep silent and remain patient. Herod,
the non-Jewish king of Judea, was a Roman puppet. He gradually
became more tyrannical and bloodthirsty, committing massacres
on various pretexts and even ordering the execution of his wife,
Mariamne. He hired a great many spies to inform on the people. In
order to garner the support of the Judean people, however, he expanded and renovated the Temple in 19 B.c.E. Using the improvements to the Temple as a pretext, he celebrated the zoth anniversary
of his arrival in Jerusalem. But his murderous lunacy was so great
that he ordered that his two sons-of whom he had grown suspi-
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Herod died at the age of 69, having

governedJudea for 37 years.
Judas "the Galilean," a Staunch opponent of Herod, reorganized
the national resistance movement during this time. The goal of this
organization-whose members were armed and motivated young
men-was to fight Rome.
During the reign of Artabanus III (Arsaces XVIII, 17-42 c.E.),
some important events affecting the Jews and Judaism transpired.
Tiberius, successor to the Roman emperor Augustus, was vindictive
against the Jews because in Rome, a group comprised primarily of
women had converted to the religion of Moses and sent offerings
for the Temple in Jerusalem. Tiberius ordered that if they did not
revert to the popular religion of Rome-the cult of Jupiter-they,
along with the other Jews, would be exiled to Sardinia and that
Jewish soldiers would no longer be excused from working on the
Sabbath. It mlght be said that this was the first anti-Semitic campaign

in the West.
It was during this same period that Jesus appeared. The Roman
governor of Judea, upon hearing of the title "messiah," which means
"Savior," or, in other words, "king of the Jews," immediately arrested
Jesus and, following the customary Roman method of execution of
the time, crucified him. The Roman soldiers placed a crown of
thorns upon his head and derisively jeered, "Hail! King of the Jews!"'o
Among the other events of the reign of Artabanus III were the
revolt of Seleucia and the massacre of the Jews."
The city of Seleucia, situated along the Tigris River near Ctesiphon,
had, like Alexandria in Egypt, many Greek and Jewish inhabitants.
The Greeks, who predominated in the city, had irreconcilable political
and religious differences with the Jews. Their religion was idolatry,
and politically, they were opposed to the Parthian kings and sought
to control the administration of the city. The Jews of Seleucia asked
'oMatthew 27:29. New International Version.

"Pirniya, Tarikh-e lran, p. t6z.
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for the right to participate in the self-administration of the city, but
the Greeks refused. As a result, a revolt broke out which dragged on
for seven years. During that time, many of the Jews of Seleucia-which was situated within the Parthian Empire-were slain by
the Greeks."
Another reason for the conflict between the Jews and Creeks of
Seleucia was that the city was located near the border between Iran
and Rome. TheJews feared the city might fall to Iran andJudea's
mutual enemy and that they would lose the protection of the
Parthians. The Creeks of Seleucia sought to exploit the weakness of
the Iranian government to wrest the city from Parthian control and
to separate it from Iran. But the Jews, who supported the central
government, opposed this plan. During this period, there was dissension and factionalism among the Iranian ruling class, and there
was no hope of aid reaching the Jews of Seleucia. In the heat of the
rebellion, Artabanus went tolzates," the king of Adiabene'a (who
had been converted to Judaism by Anania in zz c.n.) because the
Moghestan had disagreed with his political views concerning other
matters. This in and of itself fanned the flames of conflict, In any
event, after much warfare and bloodshed, the Greeks of Seleucia
were in 4o c.B. able to declare themselves independent of the Parthian
state. But this independence was short-lived. After the death of
Artabanus, Seleucia-having succeeded in asserting its independence by slaughtering the Jews-was again besieged and came back
under Iranian suzerainty. In these times, news from the ancestral

"na, z[.88o.
'Born in the first year of the common era, he lived for fifty-five years.
His mother Helen, whose stay in Jerusalem coincided with a famine and
drought, gave considerable aid to the people.
'4Adiabene, in present-day Kurdistan, was situated within the Parthian
empire.
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homeland was not reassuring. Rome's oppression of Judea steadily
increased. Some zealous youths had taken up arms for the salvation
of their country.
At the same time, Hasinai and Hanilai, two militant youths from
a Jewish-populated town near Babylon, gathered a group of youths
around themselves and set out for a border town between the two
branches of the Euphrates. They demanded tolls from caravans and
travellers. The governor of Babylon attempted to drive the two
brothers out but was defeated. Artabanus summoned them to his
court and appointed the elder brother, Hasinai, governor of Babylon.
He remained in this position a total of ffieen years, ending in
34 c.E.

The reign of Vologases I (Arsaces XXII, 5L-78 c.E.) was-as history
bears witness-a period during which the Jews suffered great misfortunes. Vologases was a bigoted king-hostile to all but the followers of Zoroaster. During his reign, the Jews of Iran had no
comfort or security. Vologases' father, who had formerly been governor of Media, reigned as king for a short period of time. He had
three sons. "Vologases, [who] was borne by his Greek concubifle,"z5
early on turned his attention to the king of Adiabene, who had
converted to Judaism. He resolved to put an end to his reign. But
before a war could be fought, the Jewish king of Adiabene died. In
about 54 C.E. his remains were interred in the family's ornate marble
crypt, which his mother had built in Jerusalem.
The situation of the Jews in their ancestral homeland progressively
worsened. Despite the brutalities and massacres perpetrated by the
Romans, the people resisted by all means possible. Meanwhile, the
Romans committed more and more atrocities in the Holy Land. At
the same time, Nero had begun his deranged deeds in Rome.
The despair of Iranian Jews increased in conjunction with these
events. There was no hope of support from Vologases, a religious
fanatic nursed at the breast of a Greek woman. Indeed, he may well

'?irniya, Iran-e bastan, 1.2425.
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have aided and abetted the enemies of the Jews. Solidarity between
Iran and Judea no longer existed. The Parthian king was at peace
with the Romans, which was tantamount to being against the Jews.
In Judea, anyone claiming to be a savior met with the same fate as
for the
Jesus and was crucified. There remained but one solution
people of Judea: national uprising.
The uprising against the brutal Roman soldiers was no easy task.
Once, when Caesar's soldiers tried to plunder the Temple and found
that the people resisted, they killed thousands of Jews. The blood of
the young Jewish patriots was brought to a boil. The Holy Temple
became the Jewish rebels' rally point. After seven days of clashes,
the patriots gained control of Jerusalem. They burned the palace of
the Roman governor and the office of the tax collector and drove
the Roman soldiers from the city. The rebellion spread throughout
resist
Judea. In every corner of the country a group was formed to

the Romans. Shortly before 70 C.8., the Roman army-feared
throughout the world-was defeated by the Judeans. In commem-

oration of this victory, a coin was struck bearing this inscription:
"In Memory of the Freedom of Jerusalem." But this was not the
end. In most parts of the capital, people were busy forging weapons
in preparation for anticipated Roman attacks. They rebuilt the ruined
walls and increased the number of fortresses. Youths conducted
military exercises, and Jewish volunteers from other countries arrived
in Judea.

Iranian-Roman Alliance during the
Fall of the Second Temple
Whereas the nation of Judea had rebelled against Iran and Judea's
common enemy and brought the mighty Roman commanders to
their knees, the Parthian king Vologases discredited Iran by sending
his brother Tiridates to Nero and recognizing the mad epicurean
emperor's divinity. Because of his enmity toward the Jewish religion,
Vologases did not take advantage of the golden opportunity afforded
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and increase
him by the Maccabee revolt to strengthen his dynasty
paved the way for
the prosperity of the Iranian people_. Rather, he
the Sasanian period'
later Roman encroachments against Iran during
historians consider
Perhaps it is because of this lack of wisdom that
Those of
his actions to be responsible for the fall of the Parthians'
the last
the Parthian dynasty who ruled after him deemed him
Iran's
powerful Parthian monarch. It is clear that afte.defeating
be easier for
most loyal ally, Judea, fighting against Iran would
this critical period
Rome. Vologases' friendship wittr Rome during
it strangled Judea
and his protection of that bloodthirsty state as
ended up costing Iran dearlY'
which the
The defeat of"the imperial Roman army-in fear of
a small
world trembled-at the hands of a group of patriots from
it was
nation such as Judea endangered Rome's reputation, and
territories'
feared that the revolt would spread to other Roman
to fight
Vespasian,
Flavius
Therefore, Nero chose his finest general,
set forth
on the Judean front. In the winter of 67 c.E., the general
Titus' defrom Greece, the cradle of anti-Semitism, while his son'
and Xth legions'
parted Alexandria for the Holy Land with the Vth
ensued' The
renowned for their savagery. A bloody war of reprisal
of Roman
Roman army began its attack from Galilee. Thousands
and siege ensoldiers armed witn heavy chariots, ample weaponry'
everything in
gines attacked Judea from north to south, burning
reached the
in.ir^ path. They killed and captured many until they
walls of Jerusalem.
the Judeans
The battle for Jerusalem and the fierce struggle between
most painfully
and the bloodthirsty Roman warriors is one of the
in 68 c'E'
moving chapters in Jewish history. The death of Nero
to become
contributed to Judea's undoing. Vespasian, who aspired
emperor of Rome after Nero's death' ' ' '
and promised
...sent an ambassador to Vologases, the king of lran,
remain in
that his empire's former pact with his country would
force. (Pirniya, Iran-e Bastan, 3:2454)
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In the summer of 69 c.E., Vespasian declared himself emperor, and
the Roman legions in Judea rendered him elaborate honors.
Finally, Vespasian s son and heir apparent, Titus, resolved to take
Jerusalem. For the Romans, it was a stain upon their honor that
four years had passed since the beginning of the Judean uprising
and that even with the support of the Parthian Vologases, the Roman
army-which had occupied all of Europe, Asia Minor, Egypt, and
northern Africa-had not been able to take the Judean capital. The
new emperor's reputation and the continuity of his reign depended
upon the capture of Jerusalem. However, the more warlike Titus
became, the stronger grew the Judeans' bravery. Volunteers from
Adiabene, most of whom were Kurds who had converted to Judaism,
sacrificed their lives in these clashes. Titus crucified prisoners, or in
some cases cut off their hands and ears and sent them back to the
city to generate fear. Finally, the city walls crumbled and the towers
were toppled. The Romans penetrated into the heart of Jerusalem,
where they burned and razed the majestic Holy Temple.
That day was the 9th of Ab.
With the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Second Temple
rnTo c.E., the independent state of Judea came to an end. Thenceforward, the Romans called the territory "Palestine" as part of the
psychological campaign which they implemented against the Judeans
in the aftermath of their butchery. The war cost the lives of over
1,ooo,ooo Jews. The princes of Adiabene who fought in the ranks of
the Jewish patriots were taken as hostages to Rome, while hundreds
of young Jewish prisoners were carried off to become food for the
starving lions of the Roman circuses. Other prisoners were sold to
slaveholders in the Roman colonies of Europe.
In honor of Titus' victory, a triumphal arch (which still stands)
was erected in Rome. For many long years, the Romans considered
the conquest of Judea to be their greatest victory. The Parthian king
Vologases-raised by a Greek mother-sent an ambassador to Titus
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with a congratulatory golden crown. Titus cordially received Vologases' ambassador and held a reception in his honor.'u
Vologases' policy toward the Jews and his backing of Rome may
have been intended primarily to insure against a Roman attack and
secondarily to secure Roman support in case of need. Not only did
he fail to exploit the opportunity to drive the Romans from Asia
Minor and Syria and to reclaim former Iranian colonies, he even
allied himself with the Romans in opposition to the Jews. Soon
afterwards, in 75c.E., the Alani descended from the Caucasus and
threatened Azerbaijan and Armenia, which were governed by Vologases' brothers. Vologases looked to his ally, Rome, for assistance,
"but Vespasian did not deign to provide this support."'7 Finally, the
Alani occupied Armenia and took Vologases' brother, Tiridates,
prisoner. Azerbaijan also fell, and Vologases' other brother, Pacorus,
fled to the mountains.
Wittr the fall of Judea, many Jews from that region migrated
toward Arabia and Mesopotamia. The Jewish diaspora encompassed
all lands from East to West. The Jews who fled to Arabia took up
residence in Yathrib, which later came to be known as Medina.
The Arsacid dynasty slipped into decline after Vologases I. This in
itself had a direct and deleterious effect on the fortunes of Iranian
Jews as well as Jews scattered throughout other countries. Internal
clashes on the one hand and Roman designs against Iran-for that
Western power had become even more ambitious after defeating
Judea-on the other, shook the foundations of an empire which in
its golden age had been the friend and ally of the Jews. In ror c.8.,
Rome resumed its campaigns against Iran and exploited dissensions
that it had fostered there despite the treaty of friendship. The Roman
emperor Trajan "sought to annex Parthia to Rome."'8 He advanced
upon Mesopotamia-an Iranian possession-from two directions.
'oPirniya, Iran-e bastan, 3:2455.
'TPirniya, Iran-e bastan, 3:246t.
'sPirniya, Iran-e bastan, 3'.247+
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the Khabur'
He first attacked the area between the Euphrates and
On that
and then Nisibis, whose entire population was Jewish'
of
day-more than seventy-four years after the destruction Jerusalem-the Jews of Nisibis resisted the Roman army as best they
soldiers harshcould, but they eventually succumbed, and the Roman
ly chastised ihem. It was not long before the Romans also took
of Iran' The
Babylon, Seleucia, and Ctesiphon, the western capital
..rit of Vologases' ill-advised policies became apparent to the IraRome'
nian nation. Kh,rr.rtan and Media were also occupied by
lands
Obviously, the status of the Jews in each of these subjugated
and
peace
in
completely changed. People who until then had lived
face-to-face with their enemy. Sadly, there is no
comfort were
"o*
during this
account of the hardships suffered by the Jews of Iran
may be
period, but to some small extent, their unhappy situationParthian
of
inferred from what happened in Iran in the aftermath
Iran's feebleness vis-a-vis Rome'
It is remarkable that at a time when the Romans' power was so
the Jews
great that they entertained thoughts of occupying India,
auRoman
lid not abandon their resistance. Jews rebelled against
One of
thority both in Judea and the Roman-occupied territories'
Roman
their
the acts of the Jewish rebels in Alexandria was to drag
just as the
prisoners to the circus and throw them to the lions,
obstacles
Romans did to their prisoners. The constant rebellions and
Iranian
which the Jews ptacea in Trajan's path on his way into the
all
kill
to
Jews
heartland so irritated him that he ordered his general
rebellions-parscattered
in his jurisdiction. This notwithstanding,
to
ticulaily the rebellion in Judea-compelled the Roman emperor
withdraw from Iranian territory and hasten toward Syria'
During the reign of Vologases II (Arsaces XXVI , I4g-I9r c'E'),
Rome-which had once again gone to war with Judea and emerged
victorious-turned to its ultimate objective: the Parthian Empire'
"During this time, the Parthian state was in a condition of weakness
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for their
and decline."'e In 16r C.E., as the Romans were preparing
of
Judean
assault on Iran, the Parthians resolved to take advantage
to
antidote
an
administering
as
futile
support. But alas, this was as
years'
trying
u i.ud man, for Judean power had waned in those
the
When the battle commenced, the Parthian army advanced into
rule
Roman
Syrian heartland. The people of Syria had been under
they had
since the time of Pompey. It had been two centuries since
the Jews
by
over
last seen parthian horsemen on their soil. Won
popwhom the Romans had driven from Judea to Syria, the Syrian
so
swift
was
attack
ulace received the Iranians as liberators. This
the
and lethal that a panicked Rome fielded a vast army against
Iranians and drove them out.''o
During the reign of Vologases IV (Arsaces XXVII, r9r-zo8 c'E'),
to the
the Roma., g..,.*l Severus led his army across the Euphrates
his headquarters
Jewish-pop,rlut.d city of Nisibis and established
there. Historians write that many Romans settled there and estabthe
lished a Roman colony. If this is true, then it can be said that
and
city
the
in
living
Roman army eliminated many of the Jews
settled Romans in their place. Having crossed the Tigris' Severus
of whose inhabitants, in emattacked Adiabene (Kurdistan)
ulation of their leader, had converterd to the religion of Moses'
Despite the fierce resistance of the populace, Severus subjugated
the region.

D,r.1ng the reign

of the last Parthian king,

Artabanus V

(Arsaces"XXIX, zo8-zz6 c.E.), hit-and-run warfare between Iran and
Rome continued. The Roman emperor , cognrzant of the fact that
many Jews lived in the vicinity of the battlefront, proffered friendship
in an attempt to clear an obstacle from his path, but the Iranian
ignored his calculated gestures of friendship. Gamiel, the leader
Jews

of the Jews, said:

'ePirniya, Iran-e bastan, 3"2495'
3orr. zr:88t.
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...Act cautiously in all your relations with the (Roman) powers
that be, for they only flatter you to further their own purposes;
they are your friends when they can derive any benefit fr9T your
friendship, but they never stind by you in trouble... (Graetz,
z'.467 48)

In zz6c.s.-at a time when the Jews of Iran had some hope of

brighter days as a result of the Roman withdrawal and the conclusion
of i peace treaty between the Roman emperor and the Iranian
king-Artabanus was killed in battle with Ardeshir Papakan on the
plain of Horm oz Ln Khuzestan, and the Arsacid dynasty came to an
end.

Final Analysis

It would seem that, compared to the Achaemenid period, there is
little historical documentation regarding the Jews of Iran during

the Seleucid and Parthian periods. But some hints of the truth can
be inferred from other evidence. During the Seleucid period, both
Iran and Judea were under Greek rule and influence. considering
that the Greeks were the first to raise the standard of anti-Semitism
because of the Jewish people's monotheism, it can be concluded
that the Jews were not without disquietudes. As regards cultural
influence. .
...it was probably under Greek influence that the doctrine of
immortality of the soul came into Judaism. The doctrine of the
resurrection also established itself, possibly at the time of the
Hasmoneans when young men were dying for their religion, so
that the older solutions to the problem of suffering, in terms of
worldly recompense, became increasingly untenable' There are
no doubt indicitions of this belief in the earlier period, but it had
not at that time obtained a complete foothold in the faith' (rr
.

ro::8g)

The principles of the immortal soul and resurrection also entailed
the concepts of heaven and hell.
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During the Parthian period, too, because of the paucity of sources
it is necessary to glean information indirectly from the level of
Irano-Judean ties. It must not be forgotten that one of the factors
in the establishment of Parthian power during the reigns of
Mithradates I, Phraates II, and Mithradates II was that the Maccabees
in Judea brought the Greeks-Iran's most stubborn enemy-to their
knees and by their protracted war with the Creeks created the most
valuable window of opportunity for the Parthian Empire. Additionally, while the Romans-who in their brutality and savagery made
the Assyrians look blameless-attacked Judea and burned the Second

Temple, the Parthian king Vologases extended a hand of friendship
to Rome, playing a pivotal role in the downfall of Judea. On this
basis, it can be asserted that when Iran supported Judea, the Jews of
Iran lived in comfort and were respected, whereas when Iran turned
its back on Judea, the plight of Iranian Jewry was distressing.
According to one Iranian historian,. . .

...The Parthian kings displayed the same characteristic Aryan
attitude of tolerance toward foreign religions, and there were no
religious wars during this period. The Parthians were especially
kind to the Jewish nation, and protected them from the Romans.
The Parthians looked upon the Christian religion and upon all
religions with indulgence. Such was their tolerance that the spread
of foreign religions in Iran was not prohibited. Only Vologases I
is reported to have been fanatic and to have frowned upon the
spread of foreign religions within the borders of Iran. He did not
support the Jews and indeed wanted the Parthian cavalry to help
the Romans in their war [with Judea].r' (Pirniya, Tarikh-e lran,
p.

178)

3'Elsewhere, the same author writes:

...During the Parthian period, the Jews of Babylon, Nisibis, and other
in the practice of the Mosaic faith. It may
well be that the Parthian kings did not look unfavorably on the spread of
places had complete freedom

this religion. Many people in Adiabene, Kharaks, and elsewhere converted
to the Mosaic faith. (Pirniya, Iran-e bastan,3.z6Sfi.
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this period the Roman government
the
extent'
u,rg Spain. To some
colonies i" ;;;;r' ci"r tir""..l
in their affairs' A leader
a sort of local in'dependence
Jews exercised
(xirb*ni; p"sided over the Jewish-Iranian
known as the reshgalura
scholars'
iall of Jerusalem' some Jewish
community. Even after the
and
students' emigrated to Iran
including seven of Rabbi Akiva's
stage for
and Nehardea' which set the
settled in the cities of Nisibis
scholarship'
their becoming centers of Jewish
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For all the favor and support bestowed upon the Jews during the
the
Parthian period, it was during these days that they experienced
to
end
an
put
Rome
greatest, most bitter event in their history:
judean independence. During those dark times, when no law governed relations between nations, Jews throughout the world looked
hopefully to Iran. Had the Arsacid Vologases been a realistic policymaker, and had he recognized the importance-in terms of Iranian interests-of Judean independence, then neither would the
its
Parthians have fallen from greatness nor would Judea have lost
so
independence. Jewish devotion to Iran and the Parthians was
"Our
Messiah
the
savior
gr.ui that Jewish religious leaders declared
Luy appear from any tand where Iranian soldiers set foot."
It was this same optimism and the cordial relationship between
the two countries that induced the Jews to participate in the Parthians'
wars. During the Parthian era, the Jewish inhabitants of western
Iran, Mesopotamia, and environs suftred heavy losses. Jews were
subject to pillaging and massacre by the Romans in Khuzestan,
Azernagan, Hamadan, and Kurdistan-the provinces with the largest
of the flight of Jewish
Jewish populations. Nonetheless, because
,.f,rg.., tt Iran and the security of the Jews in the provinces of
Fars, Khorasan, and central Iran, the Jewish community saw remarkable growth. In those days, a large number of the Jews in
Azerbaijut,, Du-avand, Gorgan, and Mazandaran were pastoralists'
Witn the end of the Arsacid dynasty, the continual rebellions of
the people of Judea and the Jews of the western provinces of Iran'
Mesopotamia, and Adiabene also came to a halt. In other words'
with the end of the Parthians, the Jews also abandoned their struggle
for independence and freedom.

